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Text(s) Looking   Inference   Thinking Clarif ication Noting the text Visualisation Summarising Prediction 

‘Once’ and 
‘Then’ by 

Morris 
Gleitzman 
 

 

 
 

  

 
   

 

 Anchor Novel Related texts Anchor Novel 

Week 1 

 

 

L.O: I can discuss and evaluate the 

writer’s craft by commenting on the 

use of language, including figurative 

language, considering the impact on 

the reader 

Once – Ch. 1 

 

Where does the main character live? 

How long has the main character lived 

there? 

How many children live in the orphanage? 

Which country and year are the story set 

in? 

What is the main character’s name? 

 

Explain how Morris Gleitzman makes it 

seem like a child is writing the book. 

 

L.O: I can identify 

and compare 

themes across 

texts 

I can compare and 

contrast 

characters, themes 

and structure in 

texts by the same 

and different 

writers (GD) 

Once – Ch.1 

 

Once I was living in 

an orphanage in the 

mountains and I 

shouldn’t have been 

and I almost caused 

a riot. (p1) 

 

How is the theme of  

‘living with others’ 

evident in ‘Once’? 

 

How is this theme 

evident in another 

book we have read 

this year? Provide 

L.O: I can draw 

inferences such as 

inferring characters’ 

feelings, thoughts 

and motives and 

justify and explain 

inferences with 

precise evidence 

Once – Ch. 2 

 

Why might Felix’s 

parents not recognise 

him? 

Who are the torture 

squad? 

How does Felix 

convince them to leave 

Jankiel alone? 

How did Jankiel’s 

parents die? 

 

Why do you think the 

men are burning 

books? 

Felix’s parents say, 

“we’ll never forget 

you.” Do you think he 

has misinterpreted this 

L.O: I can draw 

inferences such as 

inferring 

characters’ 

feelings, thoughts 

and motives and 

justify and explain 

inferences with 

precise evidence 

Once – Ch. 3 

 

Why does Felix 

initially think the men 

are burning the 

books? 

Who are the men? 

What types of  books 

are they burning? 

Who put the carrot in 

Felix’s soup and 

why? 

 

Why is the librarian 

‘glaring at Felix? 

Why does Mother 

Minka call Felix 

‘Felek’? 

What action on page 

24 shows Felix is 

L.O: I can make plausible 

predication about what might 

happen, explaining them with 

precise evidence 

I can identify and explain how 
writers use grammatical features for 
effect (GD) 
 

Once – Ch. 4 

 

How does Felix escape the 

orphanage? 

How does Felix think he knows where 

to go? 

Why does Felix drink the potato stew 

and drink the water? 

Why does Felix trim the clothing? 

 

 

Give two predictions about what is 

going to happen to Felix now he has 

lef t the orphanage: one good outcome, 

one bad outcome. 

 

Explain how the author captures the 

childlike nature of  Felix in this story. 



examples and 

compare. 

 

Is the theme stronger 

in ‘Once’ or in 

‘Holes’? Why? 

message? Explain 

why. 

 

 

 

kind-natured and 

why? 

Why does Jankiel 

say “Don’t go”? 

 

Week 2 

 

 

Reading Assessment – Three Key 

Questions 

Once – Ch. 5 

 

Where does Felix think his parents are? 

 

What shocks Felix about the shop? 

 

Explain why Felix doesn’t want to play the 

game in street with the two children. 

L.O: I can identify 

and compare 

themes across 

texts 

I can compare and 

contrast 

characters, themes 

and structure in 

texts by the same 

and different 

writers (GD) 

Once – Ch.6 

 

Discuss the theme of  

‘instinct or courage’ 

in ‘Once’ and ‘Percy 

Jackson and the 

Lightning Thief ’. 

 

How is theme of  

‘instinct or courage’ 

evident in ‘Once’ and 

at least one other 

novel we have read 

in Year 6? 

L.O: I can identify 

and compare themes 

across texts 

I can compare and 

contrast characters, 

themes and structure 

in texts by the same 

and different writers 

(GD) 

Once – Ch. 7 

 

Displacement – think 

about the many things 

the people forced to 

travel on the road had 

to abandon. Apart f rom 

material possessions, 

what else would they 

have had to leave 

behind? 

 

How is ‘displacement’ 

evident in ‘Once’ and 

in ‘Kensuke’s 

Kingdom’? 

L.O: I can identify 

and compare 

themes across 

texts 

I can compare and 

contrast 

characters, themes 

and structure in 

texts by the same 

and different 

writers (GD) 

Once – Ch. 8 

 

How is the theme of  

‘oppression’ evident 

in chapter 8? 

 

How was Zero 

oppressed in 

‘Holes’? 

 

Discuss how the 

authors ‘Once’ and 

‘Holes’ both evidence 

the theme of  

‘oppression’. 

L.O: I can summarise key 

information from different parts of a 

text 

I can compare and contrast 
characters, themes and structure in 

texts by the same and different 
writers (GD) 
 

Once – Ch. 9 

 

Why is Felix sick? 

What is the man’s name? 

Why did they throw the hat away? 

What story does Zelda tell everyone? 

 

Explain how this chapter shows Felix is 

really sick. 

Summarise the character of  Barney in 

f ive words and explain your summary. 

 

Compare Felix to other protagonists 

we have read this year. Who is he 

most like and why? 



Week 3 

 

 

Reading Assessment – Three Key 

Questions 

Once – Ch. 10 

 

Who did Felix believe Adolf  Hitler was? 

 

What words and phrases on p.86 show 

that Felix is in disbelief? 

 

Do you think Barney made the right 

choice by locking the children inside? 

Explain your viewpoint. 

L.O: I can explain 

and comment on 

explicit and implicit 

points of view 

Friend or Foe 

https://www.lovereadin

g4kids.co.uk/extract/24

42/Friend-or-Foe-by-

Michael-

Morpurgo.html 

 

Where have they 

been sleeping? 

What does the boy 

have for breakfast? 

What is the weather 

like? 

What has happened 

to David’ father? 

What happened to 

the Perkins family? 

Who is David’s 

f riend? 

Which station are 

they going to? 

 

How does the author 

show you what’s 

happening without 

directly telling you 

about it? 

L.O: I can draw 

inferences such as 

inferring characters’ 

feelings, thoughts 

and motives and 

justify and explain 

inferences with 

precise evidence 

When Hitler Stole Pink 

Rabbit 

https://www.lovereading

4kids.co.uk/extract/8876/

When-Hitler-Stole-Pink-

Rabbit-by-Judith-

Kerr.html 

 

What season is this 

chapter set in? 

Name the two girls. 

What religion are the 

girls? 

How does Anna know 

that she’s’ Jewish? 

Why doesn’t Elsbeth 

believe she is a Jew? 

 

Why would the Nazis 

and Sozis f ight each 

other? 

Why might Adolf  Hitler 

stop Rachel 

Lowebstein? 

 

L.O: I can identify 

and compare 

themes across 

texts 

I can compare and 

contrast 

characters, themes 

and structure in 

texts by the same 

and different 

writers (GD) 

Once – Ch. 13 

 

Discuss the theme of  

‘trust’ in this chapter 

of  ‘Once’. 

 

How has trust been 

exemplif ied in other 

texts we have read 

this year? 

L.O: I can summarise key 

information from different parts of a 

text 

Once – Ch. 14 
 
How does Felix know something is 

wrong with Zelda? 
Why does Barney need Felix to go to 
the dental surgery? 

What happens to Zelda’s locket? 
What does that locket reveal about 
Zelda’s father? 

 
‘Once I loved stories and now I hate 
them.’ Explain the ef fect of this phrase 

on the reader. 
 
Summarise Felix’s feelings about 

Zelda’s father and thus, Zelda. 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/2442/Friend-or-Foe-by-Michael-Morpurgo.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/2442/Friend-or-Foe-by-Michael-Morpurgo.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/2442/Friend-or-Foe-by-Michael-Morpurgo.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/2442/Friend-or-Foe-by-Michael-Morpurgo.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/2442/Friend-or-Foe-by-Michael-Morpurgo.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/8876/When-Hitler-Stole-Pink-Rabbit-by-Judith-Kerr.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/8876/When-Hitler-Stole-Pink-Rabbit-by-Judith-Kerr.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/8876/When-Hitler-Stole-Pink-Rabbit-by-Judith-Kerr.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/8876/When-Hitler-Stole-Pink-Rabbit-by-Judith-Kerr.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/8876/When-Hitler-Stole-Pink-Rabbit-by-Judith-Kerr.html


Week 4 

 

 

L.O: I can discuss and evaluate the 

writer’s craft by commenting on the 

use of language, including figurative 

language, considering the impact on 

the reader 

I can show awareness of the writer’s 

craft by commenting on the use of 

grammatical features and structure of 

texts 

I can identify and explain how writers 

use grammatical features for effect 

(GD) 

Once – Ch.15 

 

Where are the Nazis taking them? 

How does Felix try to cheer Zelda up? 

How do they give Zelda the aspirin? 

Why does Zelda get thrown on the train? 

How do they plan to keep the children on 

the train? 

 

 

Explain how the author makes this 

chapter tense. 

 

Explain how the author makes this 

chapter tense. Refer to both vocabulary 

and grammatical features. 

 

L.O: I can draw 

inferences such as 

inferring 

characters’ 

feelings, thoughts 

and motives and 

justify and explain 

inferences with 

precise evidence 

The Lion and the 

Unicorn 

https://primarysite-

prod-

sorted.s3.amazonaw

s.com/chevening-st-

botolphs/UploadedD

ocument/c04afdb92b

cc4529b9d473cd9e8

f fbc9/the-lion-and-

the-unicorn-by-

shirley-hughes.pdf  

 

Page 1 – What was 

happening in London 

at that moment in 

time? Use evidence 

to support your 

ideas. 

Extend: How does 

what was happening 

the picture compare 

to what has 

happened to London 

in the past? 

Which words help 

the reader 

understand what kids 

of  sounds were being 

heard at this time? 

L.O: I can summarise 

key information from 

different parts of a 

text 

I can identify how 

character change 

during the events of 

a longer novel (GD) 

Once – Ch. 16/ 17 

 

What did Felix use for 

toilet paper? 

How do they realise 

the train is rotten? 

Why does Barney say 

they need to make the 

hole bigger? 

How do you know 

Felix is still alive? 

What does Felix plan 

to do with Chaya? 

 

 

Explain why most of  

the children didn’t want 

to jump of f  the train. 

Explain what Felix 

knows Barney is going 

to do. 

 

How has Felix 

changed over the 

course of  the novel? 

L.O: I can make 

connections 

between texts, and 

can explain the 

links using 

evidence 

Back Home 

https://www.lovereadin

g4kids.co.uk/extract/10

133/Back-Home-by-

Michelle-

Magorian.html 

 

On what mode of  

transport are the 

children travelling? 

What’s the American 

word for ‘f ilms’? 

What are the children 

playing on the f loor? 

Where has Rusty 

been? Where is she 

now? 

Who did she say 

goodbye to at the 

New York docks? 

What does boys’ suit 

look like? 

 

What connections 

can you make 

between ‘Back 

Home’ and other 

novels we have read 

this year? 

Reading Assessment – Three Key 

Questions 

Once 

 

How does Zelda change and develop 

over the course of  the story? 

 

What is next for Felix and Zelda? What 

do you think will happen next? 

 

Look at the WW2 propaganda on 

burning books. Why are Felix’s 

notebook and storytelling so important 

to the story? 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/chevening-st-botolphs/UploadedDocument/c04afdb92bcc4529b9d473cd9e8ffbc9/the-lion-and-the-unicorn-by-shirley-hughes.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/chevening-st-botolphs/UploadedDocument/c04afdb92bcc4529b9d473cd9e8ffbc9/the-lion-and-the-unicorn-by-shirley-hughes.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/chevening-st-botolphs/UploadedDocument/c04afdb92bcc4529b9d473cd9e8ffbc9/the-lion-and-the-unicorn-by-shirley-hughes.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/chevening-st-botolphs/UploadedDocument/c04afdb92bcc4529b9d473cd9e8ffbc9/the-lion-and-the-unicorn-by-shirley-hughes.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/chevening-st-botolphs/UploadedDocument/c04afdb92bcc4529b9d473cd9e8ffbc9/the-lion-and-the-unicorn-by-shirley-hughes.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/chevening-st-botolphs/UploadedDocument/c04afdb92bcc4529b9d473cd9e8ffbc9/the-lion-and-the-unicorn-by-shirley-hughes.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/chevening-st-botolphs/UploadedDocument/c04afdb92bcc4529b9d473cd9e8ffbc9/the-lion-and-the-unicorn-by-shirley-hughes.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/chevening-st-botolphs/UploadedDocument/c04afdb92bcc4529b9d473cd9e8ffbc9/the-lion-and-the-unicorn-by-shirley-hughes.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/chevening-st-botolphs/UploadedDocument/c04afdb92bcc4529b9d473cd9e8ffbc9/the-lion-and-the-unicorn-by-shirley-hughes.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/chevening-st-botolphs/UploadedDocument/c04afdb92bcc4529b9d473cd9e8ffbc9/the-lion-and-the-unicorn-by-shirley-hughes.pdf
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/10133/Back-Home-by-Michelle-Magorian.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/10133/Back-Home-by-Michelle-Magorian.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/10133/Back-Home-by-Michelle-Magorian.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/10133/Back-Home-by-Michelle-Magorian.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/extract/10133/Back-Home-by-Michelle-Magorian.html


At what time of  day 

were the bombings 

taking place? 

 

What does the text 

suggest that Lion 

symbolises? 

Comment on this 

symbolism. Do you 

agree with it? Justify/ 

suggest an 

alternative 

What word choices 

does the author use 

to the show that the 

family was afraid. 

Comment on the 

word choice. 

 

Based on the 

pictures, what sort of  

relationship does 

Lenny have with his 

mum? Justify. 

Week 5 

 

 

L.O: I can provide reasoned 

justifications for my views and refer to 
the text to support my opinion 
I can compare and contrast characters, 

themes and structure in a texts by the 
same and different writers (GD) 

Then – Chapter 3 

 

Where does Felix think they’re going to 

f ind new parents? 

What is his rationale behind this? 

What comes and licks Felix’s tummy? 

Where does the man say he is taking 

Felix and Zelda? 

What does he try and bribe them with? 

L.O: I can identify 

and compare 

themes across 

texts 

I can compare and 

contrast 

characters, themes 

and structure in 

texts by the same 

and different 

writers (GD) 

Vera Lynn – We’ll 

Meet Again 

L.O: I can provide 

reasoned 
justifications for my 
views and refer to 

the text to support 
my opinion 

Nazi Germany 

Surrenders 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/te

ach/school-radio/history-

ks2-world-war-2-clips-

nazi-germany-

surrenders/zrhc382 

 

How do you think you 

would have felt when 

L.O: I can show 

awareness of the 
writer’s craft by 
commenting on the 

use of grammatical 
features and 
structure of text 
Winston Churchill 

https://www.theschoolr

un.com/homework-

help/winston-churchill 

 

 

Test-style questions 

based on retrieval 

and structure.  

L.O: I can provide reasoned 

justifications for my views and refer 
to the text to support my opinion 

I can draw inferences such as 

inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives and justify 

and explain inferences with precise 

evidence 

I can compare and contrast 

characters, themes and structure in 

texts by the same and different 

writers (GD) 

Then – Ch 7 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-nazi-germany-surrenders/zrhc382
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-nazi-germany-surrenders/zrhc382
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-nazi-germany-surrenders/zrhc382
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-nazi-germany-surrenders/zrhc382
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-nazi-germany-surrenders/zrhc382
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/winston-churchill
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/winston-churchill
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/winston-churchill


Where was he actually going to take 

them? 

What else was in his cart? 

 

 

Morris Gleitzman has manage to depict 

such realistic and human character that 

the reader is able to feel some degree of  

sympathy for almost all of  them. Make a 

list of  all of  the MC in the novel and 

explain why you feel any degree of  

sympathy towards them. 

 

Discuss how Gleitzman has continued to 

create a child-like narration. 

https://www.youtube.c

om/watch?v=HsM_Vm

N6ytk 

 

How is the theme of  

‘hope’ evident in 

Vera Lynn’s song? 

 

What other text have 

you read this year 

where the theme of  

‘hope’ is evident? 

 

Can you think of  a 

text where there was 

no hope? 

the announcement 

was made that 

Germany had 

surrendered? 

 Felix asks: ‘Why do people start wars 

when they know so many sad things 

are going to happen. I don’t get it.” 

 

What’s your opinion of  this issue? 

Why do people start wars ,especially 

when we know of  the horrors that will 

inevitably take place? What is it about 

a war that leads calm, ordinary people 

to become vicious, merciless killers? 

 

Given that Genia tells Felix and Zelda, 

“I don’t like Jews. I never have. It’s 

how I was brought up,” why does she 

risk her life give the children a home? 

 

Why did people such as Genia (and 

Barney in Once) shelter Jews when 

doing so put their own lives at risk? 

Would you be prepared to do this? 

Why? 

Week 6 

Transition Week 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsM_VmN6ytk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsM_VmN6ytk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsM_VmN6ytk


Week 7 

End of Term Activities 

 


