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 Anchor Novel Related texts Anchor Novel 

Week 1 

 

 

 

 

Prologue 

Quick Quiz 

How many witches are there? 

TP:  

What kind of people are 

cackling? 

How do you think this section 

will influence the coming 

story? 

 

LO: I can express a personal 
point of view about a text. 
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text using 
evidence, giving reasons 
and explanations. (Point, 
evidence and explanation) 
 

Explain why you think the 

author makes the decision not 

to use the word witches when 

describing the sisters. 

Summarise what they witches 

‘see’ in the cauldron. 

Chapter 1 

Quick Quiz 

How old is Gunnar?  

How do they measure age? 

What is the name of Father’s 

sword? 

What are Gunnar’s parents 

called? 

How do Vikings shake 

hands? 

 

TP: What clues are there on 

pages 12 and 13 that this 

narrative is set in the  

past? 

How do we know that 

strangers often meant 

danger? (Page 13) 

 

LO: I can summarise the 
main ideas drawn from 
across different chapters. 
GD LO: I can empathise 

with different character’s 

points of view. 

Which characters have we 

met in the opening 

paragraph? 

Chapter 2 

Quick Quiz  

How did it make Gunnar feel to 

see Arnor’s dead body? 

Which words and phrases are 

used to describe the fire? 

Define the word ‘slave’. 

 

TP: Why do you think the author 

chose wolves rather than 

another creature to  

name the men? 

When Father says “I’ll think 

about it.” On page 25 what is he 

actually doing? 

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives and justify and 
explain inferences with 
evidence. 
 
On page 25, how does the 

author reveal that the night 

guard is dead? Why do you 

think the author chose to reveal 

it in this way? 

Chapter 3 

Quick Quiz 
What does Gunnar promise to 
do to Skuli and the wolf men? 
What type of questions are used 
in the opening paragraph of the 
chapter? 
What is an oath? 
 
TP: How does the author show 
that Bjorn is dead rather than tell 
the reader? 
 
 
LO: I can summarise the main 
ideas drawn from across 
different chapters.  
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text using 
evidence, giving reasons and 
explanations. (Point, evidence 
and explanation) 
 
Explain why the author has 
chosen the name Skuli. Does it 
look like any other words? What 
does it make you think of? 
Explain why you think that Skuli 
has killed Bjorn, refer to earlier 
chapters in your answer. 

Chapter 4 

Quick Quiz 
Who are ‘the Norns’? Use evidence 
from the prologue to support your  
answer. 
What is the collective noun for a 
flight of geese? 
What are Valkyries? 
 
TP: Can you describe The Valkyries 
in just 3 words? Exp[lain your 
choice. 
 
LO: I can express a personal 
point of view about a text. 
GD LO: I can express opinions 
about a text using evidence, 
giving reasons and explanations. 
(Point, evidence and explanation) 
 
“Man is wolf to man.” Can you 

explain what Skuli means by this? 

Why does the author use the word 

‘death’ in the final sentence? 



Reread the last sentence in 

the chapter. What do you 

think the effect of this  

sentence is on the reader? 

Week 2 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 5 

Quick Quiz 

In which two ways may 

someone get to Valhalla? 

 

TP: Who do you think the man 

is? 

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives and justify and 
explain inferences with 
evidence. 
 

Are there any clues, from the 

way he is described on page 

57, to the man’s  

character? 

Chapter 5 

Quick Quiz 

What does the word 

‘threshold’ on page 55 

mean? 

What is a sacrifice, can you 

think of different meanings of 

the word? 

 

TP: Why is this chapter titled 

‘At the God House’? 

 

LO: I can summarise the 
main ideas drawn from 
across different chapters.  
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text 
using evidence, giving 
reasons and explanations. 
(Point, evidence and 
explanation) 
 

Explain how the eagle’s 

feather found in the man’s 

bag links to earlier  

events. 

Chapter 6 

Quick Quiz 

What was strange about the 

encounter with the old man? 

What types of boats did Gunnar 

see in the harbour? 

 

TP: Vikings didn’t have 

surnames, boys added ‘son’after 

their father’s name. Girls added 

‘dottir’ after their father’s name. 

What would  

your Viking name be? 

 

LO: I can predict what might 
happen with an explanation 
and evidence. 
 
Is the feather in the bag 
significant? 
Will Gauk be a friend or foe? 
Use evidence from pages 66 
and the top of page 67.  
At the end of the chapter, what 
do you think is going to happen 
to Gunnar? 
 

Chapter 6 

Quick Quiz 

What is a sorcerer? 

Can you think of synonyms for 

the word dwellings? 

What do the following words 

mean? wharves, alms, tavern 

 

TP: Why do you think that is in 

italics on page 66? 

 

LO: I can explore the purpose 
of the author’s choice of 
vocabulary. 
 
How does the author use 
vocabulary to change the mood 
in bottom half of page 67? 
 

Chapter 7 

Quick Quiz 

What is the Viking word for slave? 

(page 73) 

 

TP: How do you know that Orm 

often needs protection? 

 

LO: I can summarise the main 
ideas drawn from across different 
chapters.  
GD LO: I can express opinions 
about a text using evidence, 
giving reasons and explanations. 
(Point, evidence and explanation) 
 

How does the author show that 

Rurik may be kind? (page 74) 

How does Orm make his money? 



Week 3 

 

 

 

Chapter 8 

Quick Quiz 

What happens to slaves that 

are caught trying to run away? 

 

TP: Why do you think that 

Rurik wants Gunnar to be his 

slave? 

 

LO: I can express a personal 
point of view about a text. 
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text using 
evidence, giving reasons 
and explanations. (Point, 
evidence and explanation) 
 
Can you explain what ‘The 

Norns’ are? 

What is the punctuation at the 

end of the paragraph called? 

Why is it  

used? 

Chapter 9 

Quick Quiz 

What is ‘gall?’ page 89 

Is there any evidence that 

Vikings traded with people 

from around the  

world? 

TP: The chapter title is 

‘Friends and Enemies’ who 

will these be? 

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring 
character’s feelings, 
thoughts and motives and 
justify and explain 
inferences with evidence. 
Does Rurik want to be ‘King 

of Kaupang?’ Refer to the 

text in your answer.  

What can we tell about 

Orm’s men from the word 

‘hounds’ on page 93? 

 

Chapter 9 

Quick Quiz 

Why doesn’t Ari like Rurik? 

Why doesn’t Starkad like Rurik? 

 

TP: Why do you think Miklagard 

is important? 

 

LO: I can summarise the main 
ideas drawn from across 
different chapters.  
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text using 
evidence, giving reasons and 
explanations. (Point, evidence 
and explanation) 
 
What is Rurik like when he is in 
a dark mood? 
Summarise Gunnar’s life as a 
slave 
 

 

Chapter 10 

Quick Quiz 

What do you do with a tunic? 

How long ago was Rurik at 

Miklagard? 

 

TP:  

Explain how the opening 

paragraph links to the end of the 

previous  

chapter.  

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives and justify and 
explain inferences with 
evidence. 
 

Why is Gunnar’s heart ‘filled with 

blackness? Explain the authors 

choice of words and how they 

express meaning. 

Chapter 10 

Quick Quiz 

 

TP: Can you explain why ‘you’ is 

written in italics on page 98? 

 

 

LO: I can predict what might 
happen with an explanation and 
evidence. 
 

Do you think if Rurik knows Bjorn he 

will treat Gunnar differently? Give 

reasons for your answer. 

Week 4 Chapter 11 

Quick Quiz 

What advice does Thorkel give 

to Rurik on page 109? 

 

TP:  

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives and justify and 
explain inferences with 
evidence. 
 

How does the author show the 

changing season? 

Trading ships have not been 

coming to the port, why is this? 

Chapter 11 

Quick Quiz 

What effect does the word 

‘hissed’ have when used 

instead of said?  

Can you think of other 

synonyms for said that have 

a mean feel? 

TP: How does the author 

show the changing season? 

Trading ships have not been 

coming to the port, why is 

this? 

 

LO: I can express a 
personal point of view 
about a text. 
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text 
using evidence, giving 
reasons and explanations. 

Chapter 11 

Quick Quiz 

 

TP: Why does the author use 
the word quietly to describe how 
Rurik is speaking on page 112? 
 

LO: I can summarise the main 
ideas drawn from across 
different chapters.  
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text using 
evidence, giving reasons and 
explanations. (Point, evidence 
and explanation) 
 

Explain how the fight at the end 
of the chapter is similar to the 
fight at the beginning of the 
story. 
 

Chapter 12 

Quick Quiz 

What does Vigdis want to do to 

Rurik? 

 

TP: What does Vigdis think 

about how Orm treats Rurik? 

Is the action happening at day or 

night time? 

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives and justify and 
explain inferences with 
evidence. 
 

Orm asks for a ‘blood price’ from 
Rurik, explain what this tells us 
about Orm’s character. 
Does the author leave any clues 
that the old man is the same as 

Chapter 13 

Quick Quiz 

Why does Rurik feel guilty about his 

brother? 

TP: Is Rurik ready to die? 

Why do you think Ari stayed and 

watched longer than others? 

 

LO: I can explore the purpose of 

the author’s choice of 

vocabulary. 

GD LO: I can express opinions 
about a text using evidence, 
giving reasons and explanations. 
(Point, evidence and explanation) 
Reread the questions on page 

128/129. Which questions are 

rhetorical and which require a 

response from one of the 

characters? 



(Point, evidence and 
explanation) 
Explain why Rurik might be a 
very dangerous man to be 
around. 
Why do they call Iceland 
‘The Land of Ice and Fire? 

Summarise the relationship 
between Rurik and the other 
men in Kaupang. 

the one he met in the God 
House? 
Explain why Rurik is smiling as 
they are taken to the quayside? 

Why do the crowd cheer as Gunnar 

and Rurik disappear under the 

water? 

Explain the effect of using an ellipsis 

after ‘already dead…’ 

Why does the author tell the reader 

who the stranger is watching from 

the quayside? 

Week 5 Chapter 14 

Quick Quiz 

How did Gunnar decide to stop 

Oran? 

What is the name of the ship? 

TP: Based on the events up to 

now and the prophecy what do 

you think will 

happen next? 

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives and justify and 
explain inferences with 
evidence. 
GD LO: I can empathise with 

different character’s points 

of view. 

What is Viglaf thinking whilst 
Thorkel tells him their story? 
How do we know that Gunnar 
is enjoying being on the ship? 
What had Gunnar, Thorkel and 

Rurik been talking about 

between paragraphs 2 and 3? 

Chapter 14 

Quick Quiz 

What is an ebb tide? 

Which part of the ship is fore 

and aft? 

TP: Do you think it is Odin? 

Why do you think this? 

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring 
character’s feelings, 
thoughts and motives and 
justify and explain 
inferences with evidence. 
 

Explain what Rurik means 

when he says, ‘Although you 

probably know 

that.” 

How does the author use the 

repeated pattern of two birds 

throughout the 

book? 

Chapter 15 

Quick Quiz 

Why is the name of this ship 

important? 

Can you find examples of 

similes or metaphors in this 

chapter? 

TP: Summarise what happened 

with the feather. 

 

LO: I can express a personal 
point of view about a text. 
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text using 
evidence, giving reasons and 
explanations. (Point, evidence 
and explanation) 
 
How do Viglaf and others feel 

about Gunnar and ‘his’ eagle? 

Use evidence from the text to 

support your answer. 

How do you think Viglaf speaks 

when he asks, ‘What else do 

you want?’ 

How do you think Gunnar feels 

as his Thrall ring lands in the 

sea? 

 

Chapter 16 

Quick Quiz 

What is a ‘skald’? 

TP:  

What is going to happen now 

that they are in Iceland? 

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives and justify and 
explain inferences with 
evidence. 
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text using 
evidence, giving reasons and 
explanations. (Point, evidence 
and explanation) 
 

Do you think Gunnar 
understands how and why Odin 
is helping him? 
How do you know that Gunnar is 
worried about failing in his 
quest? 
How does Gunnar feel as he 
gets off the boat? 

Chapter 16 

Quick Quiz 

What game are the three of them 

playing? 

How does Rurik reassure Gunnar? 

TP: Can you explain why they do 

not know where they are? 

 

LO: I can predict what might 
happen with an explanation and 
evidence. 
 

Summarise what happened on their 

voyage. 

Week 6 Chapter 17 

Quick Quiz 

What does a gorge look like? 

 

TP: Do you think Gunnar has a 

plan? 

 

Chapter 17 

Quick Quiz 

Where does the rainbow 

lead to? 

What is Asgard? 

TP: How does the author use 
language effectively to 
introduce the new 

Chapter 17 

Quick Quiz 

Recap what has happened in 

this chapter in less than 5 

sentences. 

Chapter 18 

Quick Quiz 

How long has this whole journey 

taken? 

What is the name of the ‘tree of 

life?’ 

Chapter 18 

Quick Quiz 

What is a spindle? 

What does the great tree do?  

TP:  

What happens when a ‘Norns’ 

thread is cut? 



LO: I can predict what might 
happen with an explanation 
and evidence. 
 
How does Gunnar feel when 

he is told it can never be? 

What will happen now? 

What will Bjorn say to Gunnar? 

 

setting? 
 

LO: I can explore the 
purpose of the author’s 
choice of vocabulary. 
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text 
using evidence, giving 
reasons and explanations. 
(Point, evidence and 
explanation) 
 

Explain why the two of them 
are grinning when they see 
the two birds. 
Do you think that ‘sun behind 
the thunder clouds’ is an 
effective simile? 

TP: What is the one thing that 

Gunnar will remember about this 

meeting? 

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives and justify and 
explain inferences with 
evidence. 
 

How do the two of them feel 
after the encounter with 
Heimdall? 
Does Gunnar think what has 
happened to him is fair? 
How does Odin know now that 
Gunnar is brave? 

TP: Why do you think Gunnar is 

the chosen one? 

 

LO: I can express a personal 
point of view about a text. 
 

GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text using 
evidence, giving reasons and 
explanations. (Point, evidence 
and explanation) 
Is it fair that the ‘Norns’ made 
this happen to Gunnar just 
because he was ‘too happy?’ 
Explain what is happening each 
time a Norn makes a cut. Why is 
ceaselessly important here? 

LO: I can summarise the main 
ideas drawn from across different 
chapters. 
 

What has made Gunnar into a man? 

What do ‘Norns’ do? 

Summarise the Norn’s character in 

3-5 words. 

Week 7 Chapter 19 

Quick Quiz 

What is Valhalla? 

How would you describe a 

fjord? Can you think of 

synonyms we use in 

England to describe something 

similar? 

TP: What does this piece of 

punctuation *** show? 

How do we know that the wind 

is harsh? 

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 
motives and justify and 
explain inferences with 
evidence. 
 

Why are there so many 

warriors in Valhalla? 

How does Gunnar feel as he 

leaves Valhalla? 

How do you think he would 

feel when he saw Rurik and 

Thorkel waiting for him? 

Chapter 20 

Quick Quiz 

What is a steading? 

What does bloodletting mean 

in this context? Does it mean 

anything else? 

TP: Why are Viglaf, Thorkel 

and Erland protecting 

Gunnar? 

 

LO: I can draw inferences 
such as inferring 
character’s feelings, 
thoughts and motives and 
justify and explain 
inferences with evidence. 
 

GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text 
using evidence, giving 
reasons and explanations. 
(Point, evidence and 
explanation) 
What does Brunhild mean 
when she says, ‘I hope it will 
be many years before you 
ride with me again?’ 
Why do you think that 
Gunnar still didn’t feel like a 
man? 

Chapter 20 

Quick Quiz 

What evidence is there at the 

beginning of this chapter that 

Rurik is braver 

than most men? 

How many men are in the 

steading? 

How long ago did Skuli kill his 

father? 

TP: Explain why Grim is 

surprised when he hears 

Gunnar’s name. 

 

LO: I can summarise the main 

ideas drawn from across 

different chapters. 

 

Whenever there is a battle a 
deal is offered. Summarise what 
usually happens.  

Chapter 21 

Quick Quiz 

What is their triumph? 

TP: What do you think will 

happen after the story ends?  

 

LO: I can express a personal 
point of view about a text. 
GD LO: I can express 
opinions about a text using 
evidence, giving reasons and 
explanations. (Point, evidence 
and explanation) 
 
How do we know Skuli is 
desperate at the end of the 
fight? 
How does he try to persuade 
Gunnar to let him live? 

Chapter 21 

Quick Quiz 

How is Gunnar feeling at the 

beginning of the fight? 

TP: Explain why you think the 

author continually chooses to use 

similes that compare things to 

nature? 

 

LO: I can summarise the main 

ideas drawn from across different 

chapters. 

How is Gunnar’s choice similar to 

that of Bjorn’s at the beginning of 

the book? 

What would your advice to Gunnar 

be when he is bartering with Skuli? 



How does Gunnar feel when 
he is referred to as ‘the true 
lord?’ 
What happens after Gunnar 
smiles at Rurik? 

 


