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 Theme Key Concepts Assessment 

Unit of 
work 

The Charanga 
Model Music 

scheme of learning 
starts at Year 1 and 
therefore learning 
intentions have 
been taken from 

Development 
Matters 2021. 

Children will have access to musical opportunities within the EYFS 
continuous provision and will have opportunities to listen to and learn 
new songs. This will include learning simple songs by memory and 

listening to a range of music styles from across the world. The 
children will also develop their skills to put on performances both in 

the provision. 

This will take place through formative assessments 
within the EYFS continuous provision. The 
Developmental Matters (2021) will be used to support 
the effective development of the EYFS curriculum and 
provision. Observations of children’s learning journeys 
will be documented on Tapestry.  

 Learn and sing entire songs. 

Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know. 

I can create my own song and make up songs using ideas from other songs.  

I can sing the melody of songs I know. 

Explore moving in a range of ways and create own movement patterns. 

Explore and learn how sounds can be changed. 

Listen attentively and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.  

Create own music and sounds with instruments and sound makers. 

Explore making sounds with a variety of resources. 

Explore and engage in music making and dance. 

Perform songs/dances to an audience. 

Create own dances and movement to music 
Second 
order 

concepts 

I can explore similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/. different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression 

I understand significance in music (composers, pieces of music and musical movements) 
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Summer 1 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will know: 5 Key Questions 

Unit of 
work 

 
How Does 

Music Make 
the World a 

Better Place? 

Singing 
Listening 

Performing 
Musicianship 

 

 Children should be 
able to walk, move 
or clap a steady beat 
with others.  

 Singing some simple 
songs, chants and 
rhymes from 
memory 

 That tempo means 
how fast/ slow the 
music is 

 How to express a range of feelings they have 
created by the music/song. 

 How to copy back simple long and short rhythmic 
patterns 

 How to sing songs in low and high voices and talk 
about the difference in sound 

 Describe the dynamics as loud and quiet 

 What a performance is and how to perform 

 How to play a glockenspiel 

 How to play notes F, G and A 

 How to improvise using notes 

Name two notes that can be 
played on a glockenspiel. 
 
Can you clap the rhythm of your 
name? 
 
How can I change what the song I 
am singing sounds like? 
 
What does the term ‘invent ‘mean? 



 
 How to copy simple 

melodic patterns 
using high and low 
notes. 

 How to sing familiar 
songs in both low 
and high voices 

 What body 
percussion is and 
use this to play a 
repeated pattern 
 

 

 
Can you make up your own tune 
on the glockenspiel? 
 

  
Use performances and end of unit quiz to 

support teacher assessment.  
 

Suggested 
lessons 

Lesson 1: Charanga 
(Step 1- If You’re 
Happy And You Know 
It) 
 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try 
to keep a steady beat 
and follow simple 
rhythm and melodic 
patterns. 
Children will learn to 
move in time to the 
beat/ music. 
Improvise together 
Improvise and practise 
your ideas 
Together using notes 
with the backing track 
of the song provided. 
Note options: 
F 
F, G 
F, G, A 
Learn to sing the 
song- Listen to the 
song, practise the song 
and then perform it with 
actions. 

Lesson 2: Charanga (Step 
2- Sing Me a Song) 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Learn to sing the song- 
Listen to the song and talk 
about the story behind the 
music. Practise the song as 
the children will need to 
know it when they learn to 
play the instruments to it. 
Playing 
Find the notes, F and G on 
the glockspiels. Learn how 
to play the parts of the 
song using the animated 
glockenspiel parts. 
Improvise 
Choose an option to 
improvise (together of with 
the song). 
 

Lesson 3:  Charanga 
(Step 3- Sparkle) 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Improvise together 
Find the pulse and clapping 
short and long patterns.  
Singing 
Children to learn  
to sing the song as a whole 
class. Children to sing and 
perform the song as a group. 
 
Option to record performance 
as part of TA and send to 
parents.  
 
 

Lesson 4:  Charanga 
(Step 4- Rhythm in the 
way we walk) 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time 
to the beat/ music. 
Improvise together 
Find the pulse and 
clapping short and long 
patterns. 
Listen and Respond 
Listen to rhythm in the way 
we walk and work way 
through listen and respond 
questions. 
Singing 
If you have time, learn to 
sing the song. 
 
  

Lesson 5:  Charanga 
(Step 5- Big Bear Funk) 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Singing 
Children to learn to sing the 
Big Bear Funk song.  
Playing 
Learn to play instrumental 
parts for the glockspiels to the 
Big Bear funk song. 
Improvise 
Choose an improvise option. 

Lesson 6: Unit Assessment 
Checkpoint 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
 
Choose out of Big Bear Funk 
or Sing Me a Song for 
assessment.  
 

- Sing the song 
- Recap playing the 

instruments to the 
song 

- Compose with the 
song choice. 

 
Once all elements have been 
practised, put on a 
performance. This can be 
recorded or a live 
performance. 
 
 
Complete the unit 3 quiz on 
Charanga. 

 I can sing with my class at the same pitch and begin to follow simple visual directions and counting in. 

I can sing simple songs with a small range (mi-so) and some pentatonic songs 

I can move and dance to the music. 

 I can talk about my feelings and emotions about the music I am listening to. 

 I can begin to understand where the music fits in the world  

 I can talk about some different styles of music 

 I can improvise simple vocal chants, using question and answer phrases 



 
 I can invent, retain and recall rhythm and pitch patterns and perform these for others 

 I know the difference between a rhythm pattern and pitch pattern  

 I can work in the key centres of: C major, F major, G major, A minor 

 I can use body percussion, instruments and voices 

Second 
order 

concepts 

I can explore similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/. different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression 

I understand significance in music (composers, pieces of music and musical movements) 

Summer 2 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will 
know: 

5 Key Questions 

Unit of 
work 

 
How Does 
Music Help 

Us to 
Understand 

Our 
Neighbourh

ood? 
 

Singing 
Listening 

Composing 
Performing 

Musicianship 

What a beat is and how to follow and 
repeat simple melodies and rhythm 
patterns. 

 
That songs can be sung in different high/ 
low, slow/ fast or quiet and loud. 

 
How to find and keep a steady beat 

 
Children will know the names of a range of 
instruments and begin to recognise these 
by how they sound when played. 
 
That rhythms can be created using vocal/ 
body percussion. 
 
That there are different types of music. 
 
What a performance is and how to 
perform to an audience. 

 How to copy back simple long and short rhythms 
by clapping 

 How to enjoy moving to the beat of the music 

 How to describe what the song is about 

 The name of the instrument they are playing and 
how to play it 

 The name of the notes in their instrumental part 

 How to create a simple melody using 2, 3, 4 or 5 
notes 

 How to record their compositions 

How do I make up my own tune? 
 
 
True or false? The C and F notes sound the 
same on a glockenspiel. 
 
 
What was your favourite song/ lullaby when 
you were younger? 
 
What is a lullaby? 
 

 
 
             Describe how you feel when you perform. Do 
you enjoy it? 
 
 

 
Use Charanga unit 4 quiz and performance to support 

teacher assessment. 
Suggested 

lessons 

Lesson 1: Charanga 
(Step 1: Days of the 

week) 
 

Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try 
to keep a steady beat 
and follow simple 
rhythm and melodic 
patterns. 
Children will learn to 
move in time to the 
beat/ music. 
Singing 
Learn the song, ‘Days 
of the week’.  
Playing 
Learn to play the 
instrument part to the 
song. 

Lesson 2: Charanga (Step 
2: Name song 

 
 

Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Singing 
Learn the song, ‘Name 
song’.  
Playing 
Learn to play the 
instrument part to the song 
using the C and D notes 
Composing and 
Improvising 

Lesson 3: Charanga (step 3: 
Cuckoo) 

 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song 
Cuckoo. 
Playing 
Learn to play with the song 
Cuckoo. 
Perform 
Perform as part of ongoing 
assessment if time permits.  

Lesson 4: Charanga (step 
4: Upside Down) 

Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time 
to the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Listen to and work way 
through listen and respond 
questions. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song, 
‘Upside Down’.  
 

 
 
 

Lesson 5: Charanga (step 5: 
Hush Little Baby) 

Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
 
Improvising 
Practise improving together 
using these note options: 
Note options: 
F 
F, G 
F, G, A 
Listen and Respond 
Listen to and work way 
through listen and respond 
questions Hush Little Baby. 
Singing 

Lesson 6: Charanga (step 6: 
Unit Assessment Checkpoint) 

Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Assessment 
Choose which song your class 
wants to use as their 
assessment piece and 
complete singing, playing, 
improvising, and composing 
for the chosen song. 
Complete the unit 4 Theory 
quiz on Charanga. 



 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Choose an option to 
improvise the song 
using these note 
options: 
F 
F, G 
F, G, A 
Compose with the 
song, ‘Days of the 
week’.  Children start 
their tune on note 1 and 
end it on note 1 
Notes to use: 
F, G 
F, G, A 
F, G, A, C 
 
 

Choose an option to 
improvise the song using 
these notes options: 
C 
C, D 
C, D, E 
Children to then compose 
and create a melody using 
these note options: 
Notes to use: 
C, D 
C, D, E 
C, D, E, F 

Learn to sing the song, ‘Hush 
Little Baby’. 

Key 
Content 

Sing collectively and at the same pitch, responding to simple visual directions and counting in. 

Sing simple songs with a small range (mi-so) and some pentatonic songs. 

Begin to understand about different styles of music 

I can talk about how the music/ song makes me feel. 

I know the difference between a rhythm pattern and pitch pattern 

I can create musical sound effects and short sequences of sounds by choosing and playing instruments. 

I can create musical sound effects and short sequences of sounds in response to stimuli, choosing and playing classroom instruments 

I can change simple vocal chants. 

I can invent, retain and recall rhythm and pitch patterns and perform these for others 

I can play some simple instrumental parts 

I can choose and prepare a song to perform and have fun performing it to an audience. 

I can work in the key centres of: C major, F major, G major, A minor 

 I can use body percussion, instruments and voices 

Second 
order 

concepts 

I can explore similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/. different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression 

I understand significance in music (composers, pieces of music and musical movements) 
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             Summer 1 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will 

know: 
5 Key Questions 



 
Unit  

of work 
 

How Does 
Music Make 
the World a 

Better 
Place? 

Singing 
Listening 

Composing 
Performing 

Musicianship 
 

 How to talk about how 
different pieces of 
music makes them 
feel. 

 How to play some 
instrumental parts 

 How to sing songs in a 
high and low pitch 

 How to repeat short 
rhythm patterns 

 How to make up a 
tune/ rhythm using 
notes/ body 
percussion. 

  How to compose a rhythm using instruments, 
vocal or body percussion 

 The importance of rhythm and pitch in music 

 How to perform short repeating rhythm patterns 
(riffs/ostinati) while keeping in time with a steady 
beat 

 How to sing familiar songs in both low and high 
voices and talk about the difference in sound 

 How to explore the keys of F major and A minor  

 How to create melodic patterns using the notes A 
and E  

 How to improvise using notes with the backing 
track of the song provided. 

 How to play and perform an instrumental part by 
ear 

 Learn the names of the notes in their instrumental 
part from memory or when written down 

 To begin creating personal musical ideas using the 
given notes 
 

 

             
What does finding the pulse mean in 
music? 
  
Can you clap your own rhythm? 
 
If I am changing the dynamics in a 
song, what does it mean that I am 
doing? 
 
Define compose 

 
What are the differences between 
rehearsing and performing? 
 

 
 

Use Charanga unit 3 Theory quiz and 
performance to support teacher 

assessment. 

Suggested 
lessons 

Lesson 1: Charanga 
(step 1: Rainbows part 
1) 
 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try 
to keep a steady beat 
and follow simple 
rhythm and melodic 
patterns. 
Children will learn to 
move in time to the 
beat/ music. 
Singing 
Learn the song, 
‘Rainbows’. 
Playing 
Learn to play the 
instrument part to the 
song using the notes. 
Performing 
Children to put on a 
performance. Children 
can perform as a whole 
class, groups or solos. 

Lesson 2: Charanga 
(step 2: Rainbows part 2) 
 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Listen to, ‘Rainbows’ and 
work way through listen 
and respond questions. 
Singing 
Recap the song, 
‘Rainbows’. 
Compose 
Children compose an eight-
bar melody, using three or 
five notes over the backing 
track as a whole class or in 
groups. 
 

Lesson 3: Charanga (step 3:  
Hands, Feet, Heart part 1) 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Singing 
Learn the song, ‘Hands, Feet 
and Heart’. 
Playing 
Learn to play the instrument 
part to the song using the 
notes below: 
Part 2: C, E, F, G, A, B  
Part 1: C, E, F, G, A, B 
 

 

Lesson 4: Charanga 
(step 4: Hands, Feet, 
Heart part 2) 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time 
to the beat/ music. 
Singing 
Recap the song, ‘Hands,  
Feet and Heat’. 
Improvise 
Choose to either improvise 
together or with the song 
using the notes. 
Note options: 
C 
C, D 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lesson 5: Charanga 

(step 5: All Around the World) 

Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Listen and Respond 
Listen to, ‘All Around the 

World’ and work way through 

listen and respond questions. 

Singing 
Learn the song, ‘All Around 
the World’. 
 

 

Lesson 6: Charanga 
(step 6: Unit Assessment 
Checkpoint) 
Focus on the performance 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music 

 
Choose a song from this half 
term to use as the children’s 
performance. Children to 
practise singing, playing the 
instrumental parts and the 
improvising/ composing 
element to match the song 
choice. Children to perform- 
record the performance and 
watch it back. Children to 
share thoughts and feelings 
about their performance.  
Quiz 
Charanga unit 3 quiz.  

I can sing loud/ quiet (dynamics) and fast/ slow (tempo) when following directions and symbols. 



 
Key 

Content 
I can sing songs with a small pitch range, pitched accurately 

I can find a steady beat and move in time to the music. 

I can talk about how a song makes me feel. 

I can talk about the style of a song 

 I begin to talk about different music from around the world. 

I can create music in response to a non-musical stimulus 

I can improvise simple question and answer phases 

I can use graphic symbols, dot notation and stick notation to record a composed piece 

I can practise, rehearse and perform a song that has been learned in the lesson confidently. 

I can perform composed pieces and improvised pieces 

I can copy back simple rhythmic patterns using long and short.  

I can copy back simple melodic patterns using high and low. 

I can use the key centres of: C major, G major, A minor 

Second 
order 

concepts 

I can explore similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/. different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression 

I can talk about how music has changed over time  

I understand significance in music (composers, pieces of music and musical movements) 

Summer 2 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will know: 5 Key Questions 

Unit of 
work 

 
How Does 

Music 
Teach Us 
About Our 

Neighbourh
ood? 

Singing 
Listening 
Composing 
Performing 
Musicianship 

 Know about different 
directions 

 Vocabulary linked to 
feelings 

 How to listen and copy 
back clapping patterns 

 What temp means 

 How to sing as a group, 
keeping up with the beat 
of the music 

 How to find notes C and 
D on the glockenspiel 

 How to sing songs in a 
high and low pitch 

 How to repeat short 
rhythm patterns How to 
make up a tune/ rhythm 
using notes/ body 
percussion. 

 

 How to copy back the rhythmic words by saying and clapping 
them  

 Understand that the speed of the beat can change, creating a 
faster or slower pace (tempo)  

 How to mark the beat of a listening piece by tapping or clapping 
and recognising tempo as well as changes in tempo  

 The difference between left and right when moving to the music  

 How to begin to group beats in twos and threes by tapping 
knees on the first (strongest) beat and clapping the remaining 
beats  

 How to keep and move in time with a steady beat in 4/4 time 

  How to copy back rhythms from memory or with notation 

 How to create their own musical ideas using the given notes 

  How to make up their own tunes on the spot 

 Understand and describe the meaning of the song/piece  

 lay a part on a tuned instrument 

 Listen to and copy back two-note melodic patterns using the 
notes C and G (doh and soh) from memory and with notation 

 Read and respond to chanted rhythm patterns, including 
minims, crotchets, quavers and their rests 

 The importance of the home note 
 

 
Discuss the structure of this song. 
What do you know about 
structures of songs? 
 
True or false? Only musicians can 
make up their own music. 
 
Explain how music this piece of 
music makes you feel ( Piano Trio 
In A Minor, Op. 150: I. Allegro’) 
 
 What does improvise mean? 
 
 How did you feel when you 
performed this half term? 
 

 
 
 
 

Use Charanga unit 4 quiz and performance 
to support teacher assessment. 



 
Suggested 

lessons 

Lesson 1: Charanga 
(step 1: Helping Each 

Other part 1) 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try 
to keep a steady beat 
and follow simple 
rhythm and melodic 
patterns. 
Children will learn to 
move in time to the 
beat/ music. 
Singing 
Learn the song, 
‘Helping Each Other’. 
Playing 
Children learn to play 
the Glockenspiel parts 
using the following 
notes:  
Part 2: C, E, G Part 1: 
C, D, E, G 
 

Lesson 2: Charanga 
(step2: Helping Each Other 

part 2) 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. 
Children will learn to move 
in time to the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Listen to, ‘ Piano Trio In A 
Minor, Op. 150: I. Allegro’ 
and work way through 
listen and respond 
questions. 
Singing 
Recap singing the song. 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Choose to improvise 
together or improvise with 
the song using the notes 
below. 
Note options: 
C 
C, D 
 

Lesson 3: Charanga (step 3: 
The Music Man part 1) 

Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Singing 
Children learn to sing the 
Music Man song. 
Playing 
Children learn to play the 
Glockenspiel parts using the 
following notes:  
Part 2: F, G, A, E  
Part 1: F, G, A, C, E 
Performing 
Children to perform. Record 
this performance as part of 
ongoing assessment. 

Lesson 4: Charanga 
(step 4: The Music Man 

part 2) 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time 
to the beat/ music. 
Singing 
Recap singing the song. 
Composing and 
Improvising 
In this composition activity, 
choose from the 
differentiated note sets 
and as a whole class or in 
groups, compose a new, 
simple melody that will be 
played with the song in its 
performance.  
Note options: 
F, G, A  
Performing 
Children to perform. 
Record this performance 
as part of ongoing 
assessment. 

Lesson 5: Charanga (step 5: 
Let’s Sing Together) 

 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Listen and Respond 
Listen to, ‘Let’s Sing Together’ 
and work way through listen 
and respond questions. 
Singing 
Children learn to sing the 
‘Let’s Sing Together’ song. 
 
If you have time, complete the 
improvise together activity.  
 
 

Lesson 6: Charanga (step 6: 
Assessment checkpoint) 

 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 

 
Choose a song from this half 
term to use as the children’s 
performance. Children to 
practise singing, playing the 
instrumental parts and the 
improvising/ composing 
element to match the song 
choice. Children to perform- 
record the performance and 
watch it back. Children to 
share thoughts and feelings 
about their performance.  
 
Quiz 
Charanga unit 4 quiz. 

Key 
Content 

I can sing loud/ quiet (dynamics) and fast/ slow (tempo) when following directions and symbols. 

I can sing songs with a small pitch range, pitched accurately 

I can find a steady beat and move in time to the music. 

I can talk about how a song makes me feel. 

I can talk about the style of a song 

 I begin to talk about different music from around the world. 

I can create music in response to a non-musical stimulus 

I can improvise simple question and answer phases 

I can use graphic symbols, dot notation and stick notation to record a composed piece 

I can practise, rehearse and perform a song that has been learned in the lesson confidently. 

I can perform composed pieces and improvised pieces 

I can copy back simple rhythmic patterns using long and short.  

I can use the key centres of: C major, G major, A minor 

I can copy back simple melodic patterns using high and low. 

Second 
order 

concepts 

I can explore similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/. different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression 

I can talk about how music has changed over time  

I understand significance in music (composers, pieces of music and musical movements) 

Y E A R
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        Summer 1 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will know: 5 Key Questions 



 
Unit of 
work 

 
How Does 

Music Make 
the World a 

Better 
Place? 

Singing 
Listening 

Performing 
Musicianship 

 What a melodic 
pattern is and how to 
copy them back using 
voices 

 How to count the 
beats in the music 

 What an introduction, 
chorus and verse is 

 How to find the beat 
or groove of the 
music 

 How to listen 
carefully to pieces of 
music and how to talk 
about a range of 
feelings/ emotions 
they have felt 

 Know the meaning of 
the word notation 

 Musical vocabulary: 
minim, crotchet, 
quaver, texture, pitch, 
melody and rest 

 How to describe the texture is in relation to music. 

 What the stave, lines, spaces and clef is in music. 

 How to use dot notation to show higher or lower pitch 

 What crotchets and paired quavers are 

 Understand the differences between crotchets and paired 
quavers 

 Apply word chants to rhythms, understanding how to link each 
syllable to one musical note 

 Listen to and copy back three-note melodic patterns using the 
notes F, G and A from memory 

 Understand the emotion/feeling/intent of the song 

 How to demonstrate and maintain correct posture and breath 
control  

 Different tempos e.g., time signatures (2/4, ¾ and 4/4), rhythmic 
patterns and melodic patterns developing their musicianship skills 
and improvisation skills 

 How to effectively listen and respond to different pieces of music 
e.g., exploring feelings, thoughts and emotions, 

 How to sing appropriately and effectively through developing 
pitch, melody, rhythm and control 
 

 

What is this note?   
 

Is this a male or female vocalist? 
How do you know? (You’re A 
Shining Star) 
 
What did you like the most about 
this unit and why? Was there 
anything you did not enjoy? 

 
What does forte mean? 

 
What is significant about pop 
music? Who is your favourite pop 

artist? 
 
 
 

Use Charanga quiz and performance to 
support teacher assessment. 

 
 

Suggested 
lessons 

Lesson 1: Charanga 
(step 1: Your 

Imagination part 1) 
 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try 
to keep a steady beat 
and follow simple 
rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will 
learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music 
Improvise Together 
Children will practise 
improvising together 
using the notes:  
G  
G, A, B  
G, A, B, C, D 
Singing 
Learn the song, ‘Your 
Imagination’. 
Playing 
Children learn to play 
the Glockenspiel parts 

Lesson 2: Charanga (step 
2: Your Imagination part 2) 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music 
Singing 
Recap learning the song, 
‘Your Imagination’. 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Choose to compose with a 
song, ‘Your Imagination’ or 
compose with a theme- 
using your Imagination. 
Use notes: 
C, D, E. 
Performing 
Children to perform. 
Record this performance as 
part of ongoing 
assessment. 

Lesson 3: Charanga (step 3: 
You’re A Shining Star part 1) 

 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music 
Singing 
Learn the song, ‘You’re A 
Shining Star’.  
Playing 
Children learn to play the 
Glockenspiel parts using the 
following notes:  
G  
G, A, B  
G, A, B 
 
Performing 
Children to perform. Record 
this performance as part of 
ongoing assessment. 
 

Lesson 4: Charanga 
(step 4: You’re A Shining 
Star part 2) 

 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time 
to the beat/ music 
Listen and Respond 
Complete listen and 
respond section to 
Amazing Grace. 
Singing  
Recap learning e song, 
‘You’re A Shining Star’. 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Choose and improvisation 
option and focus on these 
notes: G, A, B 

Lesson 5: Charanga (step 5: 
Music Makes the World Go 

Round) 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Singing 
Learn the song, ‘Music Makes 
the World Go Round.’ 
Playing 
Children learn to play the 
Glockenspiel parts using the 
following notes:  
Part 4: E 
Part 3: F♯, G♯, A, B 
Part 2: F♯, G♯, A, B 
Performing 
Children to perform. Record 
this performance as part of 
ongoing assessment. 

Lesson 6: Charanga (step 6: 
assessment checkpoint) 

 
Focus on the performance 

 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
 
Choose a song from this half 
term to use as the children’s 
performance. Children to 
practise singing, playing the 
instrumental parts and the 
improvising/ composing 
element to match the song 
choice. Children to perform- 
record the performance and 
watch it back. Children to 
share thoughts and feelings 
about their performance.  
 



 
using the following 
notes:  
Part 4: C    
Part 3: C, E, G  
Part 2: C, E, G 
 

 Quiz 
Charanga unit 3 quiz. 

Key 
Content 

I can sing a range of songs with varying structures tunefully and with expression. 

I can perform actions confidently and in time. 

I can perform forte and piano  

I can talk about what the song means 

I can share my thoughts and feelings about the music as a class. 

I can talk about the style of the pieces of music 
I can identify some instruments that I can hear playing  

I can create music with a beginning, middle and end 

I can improvise with my voice and instruments using some notes given 

I can compose a piece of music in response to different stimuli 

I can confidently improvise using my voice or percussion instrument. 

I can play a tuned instrument 

I can play and perform melodies following staff notation using a small range 

I can recognise clef, stave, lines and spaces 

I understand the difference between crotchets and paired quavers 

I can copy back and improvise simple rhythmic patterns using minims, crotchets, quavers and their rests  

I can copy back and improvise simple melodic patterns using the notes CDE, GAB, FGA, ABC  
Second 
order 

concepts 

I can explore similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/. different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression 

I understand significance in music (composers, pieces of music and musical movements) 

 I can talk about how music has changed over time 

Summer 2 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will know: 5 Key Questions 

Unit of 
work. 

 
 

How does 
music help 
us get to 
know our 

community? 

Singing 
Listening 

Performing 
Musicianship 

 What texture 
is in relation 
to music. 

 What C 
major is 

 How to 
recognise 
cand change 
the tempo 

 What a 
stave, line, 
space and 
clef is in 
music. 

 How to 
effectively 

 How to copy back and create rhythmic patterns  

 How to build layers of sound and structure, for 
example, introduction, verse, chorus, ostinato, riff, call 
and response, question and answer, copy back/echo  

  How to use dot notation to show higher or lower pitch 

 How to internalise, keep and move in time with a 
steady beat in 4/4 time 

 How to share and talk about their improvisation 

 How to begin exploring the song/piece in its historical, 
cultural and global context 
The design/structure of the songs in this unit 

 How to create a simple melody using the Music 
Notepad  

 How to develop creativity and begin to draw on wider 
influences from songs played and learnt 

 How to internalise a steady beat 

 
True or false: if I improvise, I can 
write my tune down for someone 
else. 
 
What has been your favourite style 
of music to learn so far? 
 
Listen to this piece of music 
(Family part 1). Describe the tempo 
of this music. 
 
What is meant by the term groove? 
 



 
listen and 
respond to 
different 
pieces of 
music  

 How to sing 
appropriately 
and 
effectively 
through 
developing 
pitch, 
melody, 
rhythm and 
control 

 How to find 
the beat or 
groove of 
the music 
 

 How to use the metre 4/4 or 3/4  

 How to notate simple rhythmic and melodic patterns 
 

 
Listen to this piece of music. 
What is the song about? 
 

 
 

Use performances and quiz to inform TA. 
 
 
   

Suggested 
lessons 

Lesson 1: Friendship 
Song- part 1 
 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try 
to keep a steady beat 
and follow simple 
rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will 
learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music 
Singing 
Learn the song, 
‘Friendship.'  
Playing 
Children learn to play 
the Glockenspiel parts 
using the following 
notes:  
Part 4: C  
Part 3: C, D, E, F, G, A, 
B  
Part 2: C, D, E, F, G, A, 
B 
Performing 
Children to perform the 
song. 
 

Lesson 2: Friendship 
Song- part 2 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Complete listen and 
respond section to ‘A Night 
On the Bare Mountain’.  
Singing 
Recap the song, 
‘Friendship Song.' 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Choose to improvise 
together or with the sog. 

Lesson 3: Family part 1 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Singing 
Learn the song, ‘Family’. 
Composing and Improvising 
Compose with the Song or 
compose with a Theme - 
Family and Friends. Children 
use a different backing track in 
which they can create their 
own melody inspired with the 
theme.  
Performing 
Children to perform the song. 
 

Lesson 4: Family part 2 
 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time 
to the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Complete listen and 
respond section to ‘Double 
Beat’ song. 
Singing 
Recap the song, ‘Family’. 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Compose together or with 
the song. 
 
 
 

Lesson 5: Come on Over 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Listen and Respond 
Complete listen and respond 
section to ‘Come on Over.’ 
Singing 
Learn the song, ‘Come on 
Over’. 
 
 

Lesson 6: Assessment 
checkpoint 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
 
Choose a song from this half 
term to use as the children’s 
performance. Children to 
practise singing, playing the 
instrumental parts and the 
improvising/ composing 
element to match the song 
choice. Children to perform- 
record the performance and 
watch it back. Children to 
share thoughts and feelings 
about their performance.  
 
Quiz 
Charanga unit 4 quiz. 

Key 
Content 

I can sing a range of songs with varying structures tunefully and with expression. 

I can perform actions confidently and in time. 



 

I can perform forte and piano  

I can talk about what the song means 

I can share my thoughts and feelings about the music as a class. 

I can talk about the style of the pieces of music 

I can talk about what the song means 

Identify if it’s a male or female voice 
I can create music with a beginning, middle and end 

I can improvise with my voice and instruments using some notes given 

I can compose a piece of music in response to different stimuli 

I can confidently improvise using my voice or percussion instrument. 

I can play a tuned instrument 

I can play and perform melodies following staff notation using a small range 

I can recognise clef, stave, lines and spaces 

I understand the difference between crotchets and paired quavers 
 I can copy back and improvise simple rhythmic patterns using minims, crotchets, quavers and their rests  

I can copy back and improvise simple melodic patterns using the notes CDE, GAB, FGA, ABC  

I can use the key centres of: C major, F major, G major, A minor  

I can use the time signatures of: 2/4, 3/4, 4/4  
Second 
order 

concepts 

I can explore similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression 

I understand significance in music (composers, pieces of music and musical movements) 

 I can talk about how music has changed over time 
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Summer 1 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will know: 5 Key Questions 

Unit of 
work 

Singing 
Listening 

Composing 
Performing 

Musicianship 

Children have accessed 
weekly lessons with Hull 

Music Service. 

 Understand accompaniment and can sing or play 
an ostinato as part of a performance  

 How to play froseth rhythms by call and response  

  How to read basic crotchet quaver minim notation. 

 
Assessment will take place 

practically in conjunction with the 
Hull Music Service teacher (Mr 

King). 
 
 
 

Suggested 
lessons 

Following SoW provided by Hull Music Service and delivered by Mr King. 

Key 
Content 

 
 
 

I can sing a repertoire with small and large leaps as well as a simple second part to introduce vocal harmony 

I can sing a broad range of unison songs with the range of an octave, pitching the voice accurately and following directions for getting louder and 
quieter 

I can sing rounds and partner songs in different time signatures (2, 3 and 4 time) 

I can perform a range of songs to an audience (eg: production, church service, assembly) 



 
 I can talk about the words of a song and think about why the song was written  

I can find and demonstrate the steady beat 

I can identify the tempo as fast, slow, or steady  

I can discuss the structures of songs 

I can identify 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 metre  

I can identify major and minor tonality 

I can use major and minor chords 

I can combine known rhythmic notation with letter names to create short pentatonic phrases. Sing and play these phrases as self standing 
compositions 

I understand the differences between minims, crotchets, paired quavers and rests 

I can play melodies on tuned percussion, melodic instruments or keyboards following staff notation on one stave 

I can use the key centres of: C major, F major, G major, A minor 

I can listen and copy rhythmic patterns made of semibreves, minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, quavers and their rests by ear or from notation 

Second 
order 

concepts 

I can identify similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/. different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression (terminology, responding, refining, describing, experimenting, exploring 

I can discuss significance in music (movements) 

I can talk about how music has changed over time 

Summer 2 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will know: 5 Key Questions 

Unit of 
work 

Singing 
Listening 

Composing 
Performing 

Musicianship 

Children have had had 
weekly glockenspiel 
lessons run by Hull 

Music Service. 

 How to develop their instrumental and singing 
work through practise 

 Build on their prior instrumental knowledge to 
expand their range and improve their individual 
and class sound 

 How to work in groups and produce a 
composition 

 
 

Assessment will take place 
practically in conjunction with the 
Hull Music Service teacher (Mr 

King).           
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Suggested 
lessons 

Following SoW provided by Hull Music Service and delivered by Mr King. 

 I can sing a repertoire with small and large leaps as well as a simple second part to introduce vocal harmony 

I can sing a broad range of unison songs with the range of an octave, pitching the voice accurately and following directions for getting louder and 
quieter 

I can sing rounds and partner songs in different time signatures (2, 3 and 4 time) 



 
I can talk about the words of a song and think about why the song was written  

I can find and demonstrate the steady beat 

I can identify the tempo as fast, slow, or steady  

I can discuss the structures of songs 

I can identify 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 metre  

I can identify major and minor tonality 

I can use major and minor chords 

I can combine known rhythmic notation with letter names to create short pentatonic phrases. Sing and play these phrases as self-standing 
compositions 

I can Include instruments from whole class teaching to expand scope and range of sounds available for composition 

 I can develop my skills and proficiency in the basic skills of a selected musical instrument over a sustained learning period  

I can play and perform melodies following staff notation using small range as a class or in groups 

I understand the differences between minims, crotchets, paired quavers and rests 

I can follow and perform simple rhythmic scores to a steady beat, maintaining individual parts accurately 

I can listen and copy rhythmic patterns made of semibreves, minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, quavers and their rests by ear or from notation  

I can copy back melodic patterns using the notes CDE, CDEGA, GAB, GABDE, FGA, ABC 

Second 
order 

concepts 

I can identify similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/. different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression (terminology, responding, refining, describing, experimenting, exploring 

I can discuss significance in music (movements) 

 I can talk about how music has changed over time 
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Summer 1 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will know: 5 Key Questions 

Unit of 
work 

How does 
music 

improve 
our world 

Singing 
Listening 

Composing 
Performing 

Musicianship 

Children have 
completed one Samba 

unit with Hull Music 
Service in Spring 1. 

In Y4, they had weekly 
glockenspiel lessons 

run by Hull Music 
Service. 

 

 Be able to 
follow a 
leader/conduct
or 

 Understand 
the meaning of 
the song and 
be able to talk 
about feelings 
towards the 
piece of music 

 How to internalise, keep and move in time with a 
steady beat in 3/4 time  

 How to copy back rhythms from memory or with 
notation  

 How to create and/or identify rhythm patterns using 
simple combinations of dotted minims, minims, 
dotted crotchets, crotchets, quavers and their rests  

 How to listen to and copy back melodic patterns 
using the notes G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ from memory 

 How to improvise using more complex riffs and 
phrases 

 How to create and present a holistic performance 
with an understanding of the musical, cultural and 
historical contexts 

 How to record the performance and compare it to a 
previous performance  

 To discuss and talk musically about it – 'What went 
well?' and 'It would have been even better if…?' 

 Understand the emotion/feeling/intent of the song 

What is the difference between 
improvising and composing? 

 

How many beats is a semibreve 
worth? 

 
 
What have you learnt about this 
style of music? (pop – All Over 
Again) What do you like/ dislike 
about this style? 
 
Name 4 dynamics. 
 
 What is significant about 
contemporary jazz music? 
 

 



 
 Musical vocab:  

-Crotchets  
-Paired quavers Minims  
-Semibreves --
Semiquavers Rests 
Time signatures 2/4, 
3/4 and 4/4 Stave, lines 
and spaces, clef Bar 
and barline 

 Create and explain a simple melody with a musical 
shape using three, five or seven notes Identify 
melodic intervals (a melody that leaps) and melodic 
steps (a melody that moves to the next note)  

 How to keep a record of the composition to play it 
again and structure musical ideas (eg using echo or 
question and answer phrases) to create music that 
has a beginning, middle and end. using known 
rhythms and note values 

 

Suggested 
lessons 

Lesson 1: Freedom is 
Coming (part 1) 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Singing 
Learn the song, ‘Freedom is 
Coming.'  
Playing 
Learn to play the 
glockenspiel to the song 
using the notes: 
Part 4: F  
Part 3: F, G, A, B 
Performing 
Children to perform.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 2:  Freedom is 
Coming (part 2) 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Singing 
Recap singing the song, 
‘Freedom is Coming.'  
Composing and 
Improvising 
Use the composing option 
instead of improvising. You 
can use either the music 
notepad or compose with 
the song. 
Performing 
Children to perform.  
 
   
 
 

 

Lesson 3: All Over Again 
(part 1)  
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Improvise together as part 
of the understating music 
part. Children to use these 
notes: 
Children will practise 
improvising using the notes: 
F, G, A  
F, G, A,  

B♭, C F, G, A, B♭, C, D, E 
Listen and Respond 
Complete listen and 
respond section to ‘All Over 
Again’.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lesson 4: All Over Again 
(part 2) 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Complete listen and 
respond section to ‘Free’.  
Singing  
Learn the song, ‘All Over 
Again’. 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Using the Music Notepad, 
create your own 
compositions as a class or 
in differentiated groups to 
assess the music theory that 
has taken place within this 
unit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 5:  
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm 
patterns and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn 
to move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 6: Assessment 
checkpoint 
 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
 
Choose a song from this 
half term to use as the 
children’s performance. 
Children to practise singing, 
playing the instrumental 
parts and the improvising/ 
composing element to 
match the song choice. 
Children to perform- record 
the performance and watch 
it back. Children to share 
thoughts and feelings about 
their performance.  
 
Quiz 
Charanga unit 3 quiz.  

Key 
Content 

I can sing a broad range of songs from an extended repertoire, including phrasing, accurate pitching, appropriate style and a sense of performance 

I can sing three part rounds, partner songs and songs with a verse and chorus 

I can talk about feelings created by the song 

I can find and demonstrate a steady beat 



 
I can explain the role of a main theme in musical structure 

I can recognise different musical styles 

I can identify 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8 metre 

I can discuss the structure of the music with reference to features such as: verse, chorus, bridge, call and response, repeat signs, chorus and final 
chorus, improvisation, call and response, and AB 

I can improvise over a simple groove, responding to the beat and creating a melodic shape 

I can experiment with a wider range of dynamics through improvisation and composition work 

I can compose melodies made from phrases in either C major or A minor (or a suitable key). Enhance melodies with rhythmic or chordal 
accompaniment 

I can compose a short piece in ternary form (ABA) 

I can understand the difference between semibreves, minims, crotchets, crotchet rests, paired quavers and semiquavers 

I can understand the difference between 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 time signatures 

I can read and play short rhythmic phrases using conventional symbols for known rhythms and note durations 

I can perform a range of repertoire pieces and arrangements combining acoustic instruments to form ensembles 

I can copy back melodic patterns using the notes CDE, DEF♯GA, DEF♯GABC♯, ABCDEFG♯, FGAB♭CDE 

I can listen and copy rhythmic patterns made of dotted minims, minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, dotted quavers, triplet quavers, quavers, 
semiquavers and their rests by ear or from notation  

Second 
order 

concepts 

I can discuss the chronology of music 

I can identify similarities and differences in music 

I understand significance in music (composers, pieces of music and musical movements) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression 

I understand significance in music (composers, pieces of music and musical movements) 

Summer 2 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will know: 5 Key Questions 

Unit of 
work 

 
How does 

music 
teach us 

about our 
community

? 

Singing 
Listening 

Composing 
Performing 

Musicianship 

 Children have 
completed two 
samba units in 
conjunction with 
Hull Music 
Service 

 How to describe 
the music as 
major, minor or 
blues  

 Create personal 
musical ideas 
using the given 
notes 
Improvisation is 
about making up 

 The difference between band and orchestral 
instruments 

 How to discuss the composer and why/when they 
composed this piece of music 

 How to compose in 4/4, 2/4 or ¾ time 

 How to create a four, six or eight-bar melody using 
three notes 

 How to demonstrate, explain about the importance 
of posture, diction and technique when performing 

 How to explore rhythm patterns created from 
quavers, crotchets, semiquavers, minims and their 
rests 

 How to communicate the structure, mood and 
meaning of the songs 

 How to compose a piece of music which includes a 
treble clef, time signatures, expression/ dynamics 
and four, six or eight bars 

True or false? I can write my 
improvisation down to remember it and 
play it exactly the same again? Give 
reasoning why for your answer. 

 
Why might performing with an 
orchestra make a song sound different 
to other pop songs? 
 
Listen to this extract: What is the 
meaning behind this song? 
 

 
What does the time signature 4/4? 
What does chord mean? 

 
 
 



 

your own tunes 
on the spot 

 Musical vocab:  
-Crotchets  
-Paired quavers 
Minims  
-Semibreves --
Semiquavers 
Rests Time 
signatures 2/4, 
3/4 and 4/4, key 
signatures, 
stave, lines and 
spaces, clef Bar 
and barline 

 

 How to listen and respond to a variety of songs 
discussing the structure of the song and the 
feelings it evokes 

  

Using the notes F, G and A,  
compose a tune. 
 

 

 
 

Suggested 
lessons 

Lesson 1: Erie Canal -
part 1 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try 
to keep a steady beat 
and follow simple 
rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will 
learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song, 
‘Erie Canal’. 
Playing 
Learn to play the song, 
Erie Canal using the 
notes.  
Performing 
Children to perform the 
song. 

Lesson 2: Erie Canal -part 
2 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Children to take part in the 
listen and respond activities 
for Erie Canal. 
Singing 
Recap the song, ‘Erie 
Canal’. 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Improvise with the song 
using the three or five 
notes given. 

 

Lesson 3: Heroes -part 1 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song, 
‘Heroes’. 
Composing and Improvising 
Decide whether to compose 
with the theme -superheroes 
or use the music pad to create 
compositions. 
 

 

Lesson 4: Heroes -part 2 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time 
to the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Children to take part in the 
listen and respond 
activities for Star Wars IV: 
Main Title. 
Singing 
As a class, decide which 
song to sing (Heroes or 
Erie Canal). 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Choose an improvise 
option either together or 
with the song.  
 

 

Lesson 5: Happy to be me 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Improvise together section of 
musicianship. 
Listen and Respond 
Children to take part in the 
listen and respond activities 
for Happy to be me. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song, ‘Happy 
to be me’. 

 

Lesson 6: Assessment 
checkpoint 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 

 
Choose a song from this half 
term to use as the children’s 
performance. Children to 
practise singing, playing the 
instrumental parts and the 
improvising/ composing 
element to match the song 
choice. Children to perform- 
record the performance and 
watch it back. Children to 
share thoughts and feelings 
about their performance.  
 
Quiz 
Charanga unit 4 quiz. 

Key 
Content 

I can sing a broad range of songs from an extended repertoire, including phrasing, accurate pitching, appropriate style and a sense of performance  

I can sing three part rounds, partner songs and songs with a verse and chorus  

I can perform a range of songs to an audience 

I can talk about feelings created by the song  

I can find and demonstrate the steady beat  

I can identify 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8 metre 



 
I can discuss the structure of the music with reference to features such as: verse, chorus, bridge, call and response, repeat signs, chorus and final 
chorus, improvisation, call and response, and AB 

I can recognise different musical styles (eg: Folk, Pop, Gospel, Klezmer, Sea Shanty, Funk and Musicals) and any key features that distinguish the 
style   

I can discuss the structure of a song with reference to the verse, chorus, bridge and an instrumental break 

I can improvise over a simple groove, responding to the beat and creating a melodic shape and experiment with a range of dynamics 

I plan and compose an 8 or 16 beat melodic phrase using the pentatonic scale and incorporate rhythmic variety and interest. Play on tuned 
percussion or melodic instruments and notate the melody 

I can experiment with a wider range of dynamics through improvisation and composition work 

I can play melodies on tuned percussion following staff notation on one stave 

I can read and play short rhythmic phrases using conventional symbols for known rhythms and note durations  

I understand the difference between 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 time signatures  

I understand the difference between semibreves, minims, crotchets, quavers, semiquavers and their equivalent rests 
Further develop the skills to read and perform pitch notation 

I can read and play short rhythmic phrases using conventional symbols for known rhythms and note durations 

I can use the time signatures of: 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8   

I can listen and copy rhythmic patterns made of minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, dotted quavers, triplet quavers, quavers, semiquavers, and their 
rests by ear or from notation 

I can copy back melodic patterns using the notes CDE, DEF♯GA, DEF♯GABC♯, ABCDEFG♯, FGAB♭CDE   

Second 
order 

concepts 

I can discuss the chronology of music 

I can identify similarities and differences in music 

I understand significance in music (composers, pieces of music and musical movements) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression 

 

Summer 1 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will know: 5 Key Questions 

Unit of 
work 

 
How does 

music 
improve 

our world? 

Singing 
Listening 

Performing 
Musicianship 

 Percussion 
lessons (Hull 

Music Service) in 
Y4 

 Samba lessons 
(Hull Music 

Service) in Y5 

 How to make an informed decision as to which notes 
and expression to use when composing and improvising 
with the song 

 Be able to discuss using the style of the music  

 How to reflect on their performance and how well it 
suited the occasion 

 How to use simple rhythmic combinations of 
semibreves, minims, crotchets, paired quavers and 
semiquavers with their corresponding rests to create 
rhythm patterns. 

 How to apply expression to the composition by adding 
tempo instructions and dynamics. 

 Different tempos e.g., 66 bpm (Adagio), time signature, 
rhythmic patterns and melodic patterns developing their 
musicianship skills 

 How to describe the musical shape, identifying melodic 
intervals (a melody that leaps) and melodic steps (a 
melody that moves to the next note) of their composition 

True or false? When improvising a piece 
of music there is a ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ 

way. 
 

Listen to 1812 Overture. What is 
significant in this orchestra? 

 
How can you make your performance 

better? 
 

What is term for the five lines that music 
is written on? 

What was similar and different about 
the songs we have learnt to sing this 

half-term? 

 



 
 How to effectively listen and respond to different pieces 

of music e.g., exploring feelings and emotions, giving 
opinions, identifying instructress and structure 

 How to sing appropriately and effectively through 
developing pitch, melody, rhythm and control 

Y
E

A
R

 6
 

 

Suggested 
lessons 

Lesson 1: Disco Fever 
part 1 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try 
to keep a steady beat 
and follow simple 
rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will 
learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Children to take part in 
the listen and respond 
activities for Disco 
Fever. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song, 
‘Disco Fever’.  
Playing 
Learn to play with the 
song Disco Fever. 
 

 

Lesson 2: Disco Fever part 
2 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Singing 
Recap the song, ‘Disco 
Fever’.  
Composing and 
Improvising 
Choose a composing 
option (song, theme or 
music pad) 
Performing 
Children to perform. 

Lesson 3: La Bamba part 1 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Listen and Respond 
Children to take part in the 
listen and respond activities 
for La Bamba. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song, ‘La 
Bamba’. 
Playing 
Learn to play the song, ‘La 
Bamba’.   
Performing 
Children to perform. 
 

 

Lesson 4: La Bamba part 
2 
Understanding the 
music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time 
to the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Choose a listen and 
respond activity (Hondo or 
Vakuru). 
Singing 
Recap the song, ‘La 
Bamba’. 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Choose and improvisation 
option for the song 
(together or with the 
song). 

Lesson 5: Change 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 
Improvise together part of 
musicianship. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song, 
‘Change’. 
Playing 
Learn to play the song, 
‘Change’.  
Performing 
Children to perform. 

Lesson 6: Assessment 
checkpoint 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to keep 
a steady beat and follow 
simple rhythm and melodic 
patterns. Children will learn to 
move in time to the beat/ 
music. 

 
Choose a song from this half 
term to use as the children’s 
performance. Children to 
practise singing, playing the 
instrumental parts and the 
improvising/ composing 
element to match the song 
choice. Children to perform- 
record the performance and 
watch it back. Children to 
share thoughts and feelings 
about their performance.  
 
Quiz 
Charanga unit 3 quiz. 

Key 
Content 

I can sing a broad range of songs, including those with syncopated rhythms, from an extended repertoire, including phrasing, accurate pitching, 
appropriate style and a sense of performance 

I can sing three and four-part rounds or partner songs, developing balance between parts and vocal independence 

I can talk about feelings created by the song and justify an opinion with reference to musical concepts 

I can identify the wider range of instruments by ear and through a range of media 

I can discuss the structure of a song with reference to verse, chorus, bridge and an instrumental break  

I can recall by ear memorable phrases heard in the music 

I can extend my improvisation skills through working in small groups to: 
- Create music with multiple sections that include repetition and contrast 
- Use chord changes as part of an improvised sequence 
- Extend improvised melodies beyond 8 beats over a fixed groove, creating a satisfying melodic shape  

I can plan and compose an 8 or 16 beat melodic phrase using the pentatonic scale and incorporate rhythmic variety and interest.  

I can make decisions about dynamic range when performing 

Read and play from rhythm notation in up to four parts 

Read and play a four-bar phrase from notation, identifying note names and durations 

I can listen and copy rhythmic patterns made of minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, dotted quavers, triplet quavers, quavers, semiquavers, and their 
rests by ear or from notation 

I can copy back melodic patterns using the notes DEFGA, CDEFGAB, FGAB♭CDE, GABCDEF♯, DEF♯GABC♯, ABCDEFG 



 
Second 
order 

concepts 

I can identify similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/. different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression (terminology, responding, refining, describing, experimenting, exploring 

I can discuss significance in music (movements) 

I can discuss the chronology of music 

Summer 2 Key Concepts Prior Learning At the end of this unit of work Children will know: 5 Key Questions 

Unit of 
work 

How does 
music teach 
us about our 
community? 

Singing 
Listening 

Composing 
Performing 

Musicianship 

 Weekly 
music 
lessons with 
Hull Music 
Service in Y 
4 

 Samba 
lessons 
taught with 
Hull Music 
Service in Y 
5.  

• How to demonstrate an understanding of 
the musical style and a broader 
understanding of the cultural and historical 
connections of the music 

• How to use appropriate musical language 
(with confidence) to describe and discuss 
the music 

• Be able to discuss using the style of the 
music with fluency in correct musical 
vocabulary around musical concepts, 
elements and structure 

• How to reflect on their performance and 
how well it suited the occasion 

• How to apply expression to the composition 
by adding tempo instructions and dynamics. 

• Different tempos e.g., 66 bpm (Adagio), 
time signature, rhythmic patterns and 
melodic patterns developing their 
musicianship skills 

• How to describe the musical shape, 
identifying melodic intervals (a melody that 
leaps) and melodic steps (a melody that 
moves to the next note) of their composition 

• How to effectively listen and respond to 
different pieces of music e.g., exploring 
feelings and emotions, giving opinions, 
identifying instructress and structure 

• How to sing appropriately and effectively 
through developing pitch, melody, rhythm 
and control 

Describe the musical shape of thie 
piece of music 

 
 
 

 
What did it feel like to perform. How 

could you improve yoiur 
performance? 

 
 
 

Use these notes to create an improvisation: 

 



 
Suggested 

lessons 

Lesson 1: Let’s Rock part 1 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Children to take part in the 
listen and respond activities 
for Let’s Rock. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song, 
‘Let’s Rock’. 
Playing 
Children learn to play the 
song.  
Performing 
Children to perform the 
song. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lesson 2: Let’s Rock part 2 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Children to take part in the 
listen and respond activities 
for Mazurka In G Minor, Op. 
24 No. 1.  
Singing 
Recap learning the song, 
‘Let’s Rock’. 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Choose an improvisation 
option (together or with the 
song).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 3: Simple Gifts part 
1 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Improvise together as part 
of musicianship. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song, 
‘Simple Gifts’.  
Playing 
Learn to play the song, 
Simple Gifts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 4: Simple Gifts part 
2 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Listen and Respond 
Children to take part in the 
listen and respond activities 
for Danny Boy. 
Singing 
Recap learning the song, 
‘Simple Gifts’. 
Composing and 
Improvising 
Choose a improvising 
activity (song/ theme/music 
pad). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lesson 5: Friendship 
Should Never End 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 
Improvise together as part 
of musicianship. 
Singing 
Learn to sing the song, 
‘Friendship Should Never 
End’. 
Playing 
Learn to play the song, 
‘Friendship Should Never 
End’.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 6: Assessment 
checkpoint 
Understanding the music 
Children to find and try to 
keep a steady beat and 
follow simple rhythm and 
melodic patterns. Children 
will learn to move in time to 
the beat/ music. 

 
Choose a song from this 
half term to use as the 
children’s performance. 
Children to practise singing, 
playing the instrumental 
parts and the improvising/ 
composing element to 
match the song choice. 
Children to perform- record 
the performance and watch 
it back. Children to share 
thoughts and feelings about 
their performance.  
 
Quiz 

Charanga unit 4 quiz. 

 Key 
Content 

I can sing a broad range of songs, including those with syncopated rhythms, from an extended repertoire, including phrasing, accurate pitching, 
appropriate style and a sense of performance 

I can sing three and four part rounds or partner songs, developing balance between parts and vocal independence 

I can talk about feelings created by the song and justify a personal opinion with reference to musical concepts 



 

 
 

Singing 
 

Listening 
 

Composing 
 

Performing 
 

Musicianship 

 

I can identify different time signatures with greater confidence eg: 2/4, 4/4, 3/4, 6/8  

I can identify the musical style of a song using some musical vocabulary to discuss its musical concepts  

I can extend improvisation skills through working in small groups to:  

 Create music with multiple sections that include repetition and contrast  

 Extend improvised melodies beyond 8 beats over a fixed groove, creating a satisfying melodic shape   

I can plan and compose an 8 or 16 beat melodic phrase using the pentatonic scale and incorporate rhythmic variety and interest. Play on tuned 
percussion or melodic instruments and notate the melody 

I can engage with others through ensemble playing taking on melody or accompaniment roles 

I can make decisions about dynamic range when performing 

I can use the time signatures of: 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, and 6/8  

I can listen and copy rhythmic patterns made of minims, dotted crotchets, crotchets, dotted quavers, triplet quavers, quavers, semiquavers, and their 
rests by ear or from notation 

I can copy back melodic patterns using the notes DEFGA, CDEFGAB, FGAB♭CDE, GABCDEF♯, DEF♯GABC♯, ABCDEFG 

Second 
order 

concepts 

I can identify similarity and difference in music (comparing piece of music, identifying common/. different styles and techniques) 

I can use written, oral and creative expression (terminology, responding, refining, describing, experimenting, exploring 

 I can discuss significance in music (movements) 

 I can discuss the chronology of music 


