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Text Looking   Inference   Thinking Clarification Noting the text                
Visualisation 

Summarising Prediction 

The 
Abominables,  
Eva Ibbotson. 
  

 

 

 
 

     

 

 Anchor Novel Related texts Anchor Novel 

Week 1 

 

I can use my inference and thinking 

skills. 

Chapter 1 (Location 50-59) 

Vocabulary check- Tibet, Himalayas, 

porter, governess, eerie, mournful. 

Quick quiz 

Where is the story set? 

How many years ago did the dreadful 

thing happen? 

What was The Earl famous for? 

What woke up Agatha? 

 

Inference questions 

The noise is described as ‘eerie and 

mournful’. What can you infer from this? 

Why was Agatha brave to step outside 

the tent? 

What do we know about ‘the THING’? 

What do we know about the weather in 

the story? 

I can ask questions to 

get a better 

understanding of the 

text. 

Voices in the park, 

Anthony Browne 

 

Vocabulary check:  

What is a pedigree? 

What is a mongrel? 

What does frightful 

mean? 

 

Solo task: 

What questions do you 

want to ask about the 

book? 

What patterns do you 

notice? 

 

I can make 

inferences.  

 Voices in the park, 

Anthony Browne 

 
Vocabulary check: 

If someone is 

rough-looking, what 

does that mean? 

What do they look 

like? 

 

Solo task: 

How do you think 

the dogs felt when 

they were 

swimming in the 

fountain? 

Why do you think 

Charles gave 

Smudge a flower? 

Why do you think 

Smudge put the 

flower in the water 

when she got 

home? 

 

 

 

I can summarise ideas.  

 

Voices in the park, 

Anthony Browne 

  
Vocabulary check: 

What is meant by twit? 

  
Partner task: Write down 

5 things we know so far.  

  
Solo task: 

What do we know about 

Smudge's dad? 

 

 

I can use my thinking skills. 

Chapter 1 (Location 72-96) 

Vocabulary check- ridges, peak, yeti, masses 

Quick quiz 

What characters have we met in the story so far? 

Where is the story set? 

What has happened to Agatha? 

 

Thinking questions 

Explain why Agatha thought she was dead. 

Explain why humans have always been unable to 

track yetis. 

 

I can use my inference skills (GD). 

How can you tell the yeti was harmless? 

Why was Agatha not frightened? 

 

 

 

Week 2 I can use my looking, thinking and 

inference skills. 

Chapter 2 (Location 116-146) 

I can use my 

inference skills.  

I can use my 

retrieval skills.  

I can use non-fiction 

texts to retrieve 

information.  

I can use my prediction skills. 

Chapter 2 (Location 178-204) 



Vocabulary check- polite, well bred, 

orphaned, considerate 

Quick quiz 

What are the names of the baby yetis? 

Name three things Agatha taught the 

yetis. 

How did Agatha spend her evenings? 

 

Looking, thinking, inference questions 

What did the father yeti build for Agatha? 

Why do you think Agatha decided to stay 

with the yetis? 

How do know yetis are considerate 

creatures? 

 

I am reading more widely, selecting 

books by favourite authors or 

selecting appropriate non-fiction 

books to support my own interests. 

(GD) 

Visit the library/ make use of class 

reading area to read around the subject 

of yetis and the setting of the story. 

Complete a recommended read of any 

books you think the rest of the class may 

enjoy. 

The sound collector, 

Roger McGough 

  
Vocabulary check: 

What is a gurgling 

noise? 

What are the raindrops 

doing if they're 

drumming? 

   
Solo task: Draw what 

you think the sound 

collector looks like. 

Think about what they 

are wearing and the 

expression on their 

face. 

 

The sound collector, 

Roger McGough 

  

Vocabulary check: 

If the curtain is 

swishing, what is 

happening? 

What might be in 

the frying pan if it is 

hissing?  

   
Solo task: 

1. Where did the 

sound collector put 

the sounds? 

2. Which verb 

describes the noise 

the bath made.  

3. Which 2 words 

rhyme in stanza 4? 

4. Which 2 words 

rhyme in stanza 6? 

5. What time of day 

did the sound 

collector come? 

6. What colour 

clothes did the 

sound collector 

wear? 

 

 

Earth Shattering Events: 

The Science Behind 

Natural Disasters by 

Robin Jacobs 

 

  
Vocabulary check: What 

are tectonic plates? 

What is meant by 

pressure? 

   
Solo task: 

1. Give two ways that 

earthquakes can be 

caused.  

2. Fill this gap: 500,000 

earthquakes happen .... 

in Japan.  

3. How many 

earthquakes cause 

damage each year in 

Japan? 

4. How far underground 

do earthquakes happen? 

5. What is the horseshoe 

shaped belt better known 

as?  

6. How long did the 

longest earthquake last 

for? 

 

 

Vocabulary check- crevasse, mountaineers, 

quarrelling,   

Quick quiz 

Why did Agatha grow old very, very slowly? 

What did Uncle Otto like to read? 

What is the strange red bird in the sky? 

Name two things the mountaineers bring with 

them to the peaks. 

 

Prediction 

What do you think may happen to the yetis now 

Agatha and the yetis’ world is changing? 

 

I can find meaning beyond the literal. (GD) 

Make reference to the text in your prediction. 

 

 

Week 3 I can use my thinking skills. 

Chapter 3 (Location 226-264) 

Vocabulary check- glacier, valley, 

sleep walkers, burst breathlessly 

Quick quiz 

Where had Lucy been? 

What did Lucy leave across the 

glacier? 

Who found the footprints in the 

snow? 

I can retrieve 

information from non-

fiction texts.  

 

Volcano facts 

 

  
Vocabulary check: 
What does the word 

variety mean? 

I can discuss the 

author's word 

choices.  

 

A thunderstorm 

by Emily 

Dickinson 

 

  
Vocabulary check: 

I can use my 

visualisation skills.  

 

A thunderstorm by 

Emily Dickinson 

 
  
Vocabulary check: 

What are dams? 

If something is wrecked, 

what does that mean? 

I can summarise what I have read.  

Chapter 4 (Location 343-376) 

Quick quiz 

What adjective does Con use to describe the 

people in the hotel. 

What do the people in the hotel want to do to 

the yetis? 

Where does Agatha want to take the yetis? 

Why does Agatha say she will not travel with 

the yetis? 



Where were photographs of the 

footprints printed? 

 

Thinking questions 

Explain why it was a problem that it 

didn’t snow. 

Explain what the people wanted to do 

with the yetis. 

Why was Con angry? 

 

I can comment on the structure, 

presentation and language of a 

text and I am beginning to explain 

how these contribute to meaning. 

(GD) 

Which words has the author used 

which help us understand how Con is 

feeling? 

Can you think of other words with the 

same or a similar meaning that you 

would have used if you were the 

author? 

What is a mantle 

plume?  
What is the Earth's 

crust and where is it? 
  
  
Solo task: 
1. Which language 

does the word volcano 

come from? 
2. What is a mantle 

plume? 
3. How many million 

people live near an 

active volcano? 
4. Name the 3 

categories that 

volcanoes can be 

classed as.  
5. What is the 

difference between 

magma and lava? 
6. Apart from land, 

name 2 other places 

you might find a 

volcano. 
 

What does 

threatening mean? 
What is a menace? 
What does livid 

mean? 
   
  
Solo task: 
1. What effect does 

the word 

threatening have on 

the reader? How 

does the author 

want us to feel? 
2. What do the 

words 'cattle fled to 

barns' tell us about 

the animals and 

how they are 

feeling? 
3. Pick out a phrase 

that makes you feel 

scared/worried and 

explain why. 
4. What does 'the 

lightning showed a 

yellow beak' tell us 

about the weather? 
 

 

 

   
Solo task: 

Draw the images the 

poem puts into your 

head. Use colour to 

reflect the mood.   

 

 

 
Vocabulary check: 

What does it mean if your mind is ‘racing’? 

What is meant by ‘his forehead furrowed’? 

 

Summarise questions 

Summarise ‘The Plan’ in three sentences. 

 

I can make inferences. GD.  

“Gold,” he said wonderingly.’ – Why do you 

think Con said this ‘wonderingly’? 

Why mustn’t anyone else find out where the 

gold came from? 

Do you think Lady Agatha was right to trust 

Con with such a responsibility of taking the 

yetis to England? 

 

Week 4 I can use my looking, thinking and 

inference skills. 

Chapter 4 (Location 410-452) 

Vocabulary check- farewell, locket, 

thunderstruck, solemn 

Quick quiz 

What did Agatha give to Grandma? 

What did Agatha give to Otto? 

What did Agatha give Lucy? 

What did Agatha give Clarence? 

What did Agatha try to give Father? 

I can use my retrieval 

skills.  

 

Hurricane facts: 

 

Vocabulary check: 
 What does tropical 

mean? 
What is the equator? 
If something is 

harmless, what does 

that mean? 

I can comment on 

the structure and 

presentation of a 

text.  

 

The music of the 

wind by Wes 

Magee 

 

Vocabulary check: 
What does howl 

mean? 

I can identify the main 

point of a text.  

 

The music of the wind 
by Wes Magee 
 
Vocabulary check:  
What does rat-a-tat 

mean? 
What is a chimney?  
  
   

I can use my prediction skills. 

Chapter 5 (Location 544-561) 

Vocabulary check- punishing, unspeakable, 

exhaustion, burly 

Quick quiz 

Who has taken the yetis? 

Where is he taking the yetis? 

What did Agatha tell Ambrose to show her 

family when they arrived in England? 

What did Agatha give to the yetis so they 

would remember her? 



 

Looking, thinking, inference 

questions 

Why does Father say he does not 

need a farewell present? 

Why are the yetis kissing Agatha 

over and over again? 

What is ‘the dreaded moment’ 

describing? 

 

I can justify predictions by 

referring to the story.(GD) 

Before reading the extract- Why do 

you think this chapter is called The 

Plan? What do you think the plan is 

about and who will make it?  

Consider what you have read so far 

in the story. 

   
Solo task:  
1. Do hurricanes form 

over warm or cold 

waters? 
2. When did the largest 

hurricane on record 

happen?  
3. What is the middle 

part of a hurricane 

called?  
4. Which is the most 

dangerous part of a 

hurricane?  
5. Who names 

hurricanes? 
6. How are hurricanes 

different in the northern 

and southern 

hemispheres? 
 

What is a gable-

end? 
What is a windown 

pane?  
   
Solo task: 
1. Why is the word 

loud in capital 

letters? 
2. How is stanza 1 

different to stanza 

2? 
3. Write down 4 

different 

words/phrases that 

show noise or 

movement. 

Solo task: 
1. What is the author 

trying to tell us about the 

weather in stanza 1? 
2. What is the author 

trying to tell us about the 

weather in stanza 2? 
 
 

 

Prediction 

Do you think Perry will take Con and the yetis 

to England? Use evidence from the text to 

support your answer. 

 

I can justify predictions by referring to the 

story. (GD) 

What do you think will happen on their 

journey to England? Do you think it will be a 

smooth journey? Why? 

 

 

Week 5 I can use my inference skills. 

Chapter 6 (Location 640-661) 

Vocabulary check- burning plains, 

queer, beggars, mongrel 

Quick quiz 

What colour was the lorry? 

Who is driving the lorry? 

Name two countries the lorry has 

driven across. 

What is the front of the lorry called? 

 

Inference questions 

How can you tell the sultan was not a 

good ruler? Use evidence from the 

text to explain. 

Do you think Alserfan would be a 

good place to live? 

 

I can ask questions to 

get a better 

understanding of the 

text.  

 

Forces of nature 
 
 

Vocabulary check:  

What is a 

mountainside? 

What is a missile? 

What are blizzards and 

avalanches? 

 

Partner task: 

What was the fastest 

windspeed ever 

recorded for a tornado? 

What year was it 

recorded? 

 

I can make 
inferences. 

 
The Hurricane by 
David Wiesner  
 

Vocabulary check: 

What are groceries? 

What is the yard? 

What does 

indignantly mean? 

 

Partner task: Why 

do you think dad 

told the boys not to 

go too far from the 

house? 

 

Solo task: 

1. How do 

you think 

George felt 

when he 

I can use a dictionary to 

check meanings of 

words I have read. 

 

The Hurricane by 

David Wiesner  

 

Vocabulary check: 

What are flashlights? 

What is supper? 

What does sustained 

mean? 

 

Partner task:  

Use a dictionary to find 

the meaning of ear-

splitting. 

 

Solo task: 

Write the definition of the 

following words: 

Force 

I can summarise. 

Chapter 6 (Location 675-696) 

Vocabulary-kiosk, howls, whimpers, hollow 

Quick quiz 

True or false? Alserfan is a lively and 

cheerful place to be. 

The yetis like Alserfan. 

The sultan has a fleet of cars, aeroplanes, 

and yachts. 

The sultan organised animal rescues. 

 

Summarise 

Summarise what we know about the zoo 

from what we have read so far.  

 

I can comment on the structure, 

presentation and language of a text and I 

am beginning to explain how these 

contribute to meaning. (GD) 



I am beginning to understand the 

meaning of unfamiliar words in 

context. (GD) 

Highlight words and phrases from the 

story which may be new to you. What 

do they mean? How can we work out 

the meaning? Do you know other 

words with a similar meaning? 

(Discussion) 

Solo task: 

Write at least 5 

questions you want to 

know about the text. 

 

saw the 

storm 

outside? 

2. How do 

you think 

they felt in 

front of the 

fire? 

3. How do 

you think 

the family 

felt when 

the storm 

began to 

ease? 

 

Ease 

Private 

Miserable 

 

 

How do we know how the yetis feel based on 

what we have read so far? What words and 

phrases has the author used to help us 

empathise with the yetis. 

 

Week 6 I can use my retrieval, thinking 

and inference skills. 

Chapter 7 (Location 801-822) 

Vocabulary check- wireless, smug, 

tethered 

Quick quiz 

What game did the yetis like to play? 

What will the yetis do on the first 

day? 

What will the yetis do on the second 

day? 

What did Hubert keep seeing? 

 

Retrieval, thinking and inference 

questions 

Which words describe the river? How 

are the glaciers described? 

Why did Con tell the yeti’s not to 

rescue anyone else? 

Why do you think the yetis enjoyed 

the Farley Towers game so much? 

 

I can use a dictionary 

to check meanings of 

words I have read. 

 
Earthquakes 
 
Vocabulary check: 

What does 
magnitude mean? 
If something is 
trembling, what does 
that mean? 
 
Partner task: 
Find the definition of 
powerful. 
 
Solo task: 
Find the definition of 
these words: 
Surface 
Constant 
Quake 
 

I can retrieve 

information from 

non-fiction texts. 

 

Earthquakes and 

volcanoes 

 

Vocabulary check: 

What does pressure 

mean? 

What is a conduit? 

What is vent? 

 

Partner task: 
When do 
earthquakes 
happen? 
Find and copy the 
simile on page 2 
that describes the 
shock waves. 
 
 
Solo task: 

1. Where 
does the 
magma 

I can summarise 

what I have read. 

 

25 degrees, 5 minutes 

 

Vocabulary check: 

What is a wasteland? 

What does distrust 

mean? 

What is an opinion? 

 

Partner task: 
Write down 5 main 
things that happen in 
the video. 
 
 
Solo task: 
Summarise this video 
in less than 30 words. 
 

 

 

I can use my prediction skills. 

Chapter 7 (Location 923-942) 

Vocabulary check- treacherous, monastery, 

scythed, quavery. 

Quick quiz 

Who are the yetis looking for? 

What did the yetis squeeze down? 

What did they dig into? 

Where did Grandma drag herself? 

 

Prediction question 

What do you predict Grandma has found? 

Why? 

Why does she feel as happy as she has ever 

felt in her life? 

 

I am reading more widely, selecting books 

by favourite authors or selecting 

appropriate non-fiction books to support 

my own interests. (GD) 

Read blurbs/ extracts of other books by Eva 

Ibbotson. What do you think to these stories? 

What makes you want to read them?  

 



I am beginning to understand the 

meaning of unfamiliar words in 

context. (GD)  

Explain what ‘smug’ means and why 

the yetis were feeling this way when 

they heard the news about the 

sultan. 

 

collect? 
2. What is a 

conduit? 
3. How are 

eruptions 
measured
? 

4. What is a 
cinder 
cone? 

5. Which 
country 
are 
earthquak
es 
common 
in? 

 

 

 

 


