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Activity 6 — Create a tiny/fairy garden
Make a small world garden

What to do

o Set up the ‘garden’ putting a shallow
tray out and filling it with soil or sand
(if inside you could use paper or felt).

o Lay out the rest of the equipment and
talk about what sort of garden you
could make.

o Think about places for growing,
places for playing and places for
relaxing.

o Create a garden together, arranging
the objects and talking about them.

o Make up stories together, playing
with the garden and developing it.

What you need
A shallow tray or wide plant pot
Soil, pebbles, sand, real or artificial flowers,

petals, grass, shells, lolly sticks, twigs

Small figures, toy animals, dolls house
furniture

Craft supplies, e.g. gems, beads, buttons,

feathers.

Extension

Make benches, swings, fences, scarecrows
and houses from twigs, lolly sticks, card and
string.

Add a shallow pond, filling a jar lid with
water.

Put real small plants in the garden, and or
plant cress seeds in a shallow tray and watch
the crop grow over a week.

Questions to ask

What could our garden be like?

Who might live there?

Where will the flowers grow?

Will there be a path? How could we make it?
Where will the children hide when they play
hide and seek?

What if the rabbits eat the lettuces?

What will stop the birds eating the seeds?
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Activity 2 — Create an animal rescue centre
Use your soft toys as rescued animals

What to do

o Set up the role play activity with pens
beds for them, placing some animals
in pens/ houses, and leaving others in
a box or perhaps in a large toy lorry.

o Have little bowls for the animals.

o Make sure you have some bandages
and pretend medicines.

o Allow children to explore the activity,
before introducing question prompts.

What you need
Soft toys, cushions or folded towels for beds
Bandages perhaps cut out of an old
unwanted tea towel, T-shirt or rag
Plasters, pretend medicine and spoon

Extension

Have a register with the names of the
animals and a tick list.

Register each animal as it comes in. Be sure
to write what is wrong with it.

Questions to ask

Two more lions are arriving today... How
many lions will there be altogether?

How many animals will there be altogether?
What is wrong with the bear?
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IMPORTANT Parent or Carer —
Check that you are happy with any weblinks or use of the internet.

NB New activities are being added at the top of each document.
Activity 8 — Go camping

Set up a campsite and have a ‘sleepover’

What to do

o Hunt for the perfect camping spot
(this could be inside or outside). This
might require some hunting, using a
map and binoculars.

o Set up camp, putting up a tent and
arranging bedding.

o Enjoy your new surroundings,
checking out the local wildlife and
picking ‘wild’ fruit.

o Create a fire by collecting some
firewood (real or imagined) and cook
your dinner in a pan.

o Tell stories around the fire and settle
down to sleep with your cuddly toy.

What you need
Play tent or materials to make a tent (sheet,
chairs, clothes pegs)
Bedding (sleeping bag and pillow, or

blankets and cushions)

Torch, lunchbox, cuddly toy, paper for map
and toilet roll binoculars

Optional cooking equipment and twigs

Extension

Introduce some peril to the play —imagine a
storm or an invasion of sheep.

Have a real living room sleep over. Sing
camp songs and have a midnight feast.

Questions to ask

Have you got your map? Where shall we
camp?

Can you set up the tent? How will we stop it
blowing away?

How can we make the tent nice and cosy?
What wildlife can you see through your
binoculars?

Let’s make a fire. Can you collect some
wood?

What stories shall we tell?
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